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From the Church Register for February 10, 1827. 
Memoir of the Right Rev. Epwarp 
Bass, D. D. first Bishop of Massa- 
chusetts. 


But few memorials are remaining to 
us, of the men who served the altars of 
our church, in the burdensome and in- 
tolerant period immediately preceding, 
and during, the war of the revolution. 
There were many such, who, espe- 
cially in the eastern states, were called 
upon to bear reproach, and submit to 
privations, of which, in these times of 
peace and prosperity to our institutions, 
we cannot readily form an idea. Among 
the small number of those clergymen 
who, after passing long lives of useful- 
ness, and without reproach, were per- 
mitted to take their departure for their 
eternal home, in the place where they 
had first devoted themselves to the ser- 
vice of the Gospel and the cure of 
souls, was the subject of the following 
sketch. 

Edward Bass was born at Dorches- 
ter, in Massachusetts, on the 23d day 
of November, 1726. When but little 
more than thirteen years of age, he en- 
tered Harvard college, and graduated 
in 1744. From this time, for several 
years, he was engaged in the employ- 
ment of instructing a school, devoting 
his leisure hours to the study of theo- 
logy. In 1741, he became resident at 
the college, still pursuing there his theo- 
logical studies, and occasionally preach- 
ing in the congregational churches in 
the vicinity. In the course of his col- 
lege residence, which continued for 
three years, his attention was drawn to 
the episcopal church, to the ministry 
of which, upon the invitation of an epis- 
copal society at Boston, which had fur- 
nished assistance to several other candi- 
dates for the episcopal ministry, he at 
length determined to devote himself. 
The episcopal church in New-Eng- 
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land, at this period, was far from being 
in a flourishing condition. Those who 
professed themselves members of the 
English church, and this is believed to 
have been the case with a large propor- 
tion of the more recent emigrants from 
England to these colonies, were numer- 
ous, and rapidly increasing: so much 
so, indeed, as to create manifest un- 
easiness in certain other classes of the 
population. They were estimated, by 
the late Dr. William Smith, of Phila- 
delphia, in a. document formally pre- 
pared for the English bishops, in 1762, 
to amount, in the four New-England 
colonies, to thirty-six thousand.* In ge- 
neral, they built no churches, until they 
had obtained a minister of their own 
persuasion. Wherever there were found 
among them a few wealthy and liberal 
individuals, who were willing to pro- 
vide, at least partially, for the support 
of a minister, the Society for Propagat- 
ing the Gospel readily undertook the 
remaining expense ; and, in such cases, 
which were but few in number, churches 
were erected, and respectable congre- 
gations gathered. But every effort of 
this kind made them more odious to the 
dominant sect, and great were the em- 
barrassments thrown in their way. 

It was among this ebnoxious people 





* * We do not assert,” says Dr. Smith, 
“that all these are actually members of any 
particular episeopal church, nor have they op- 
portunities of being so, as numbers of them 
live at forty or fifty miles distance from any 
settled church. But they denominate them- 
selves church people, and are continually exe 
pressing their desire of forming themselves 
into regular churches, if they could be sup- 
plied with ministers: for want of which, many 
of them fall in with the dissenters, who, having 
the advantage of keeping up the succession of 
the ministry among themselves, are continually 
sending forth their young preachers into all 
parts of the country that are unprovided.”— 
Dr. Smith’s State of the American Church, 
presented to Archbishop Drummond, &c. 
1762, 
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that this young and valued preacher 
determined to cast his lot; and, early in 
1752, he embarked for England, to ob- 
tain episcopal wrdination. He was ad- 
mitted to holy orders by Dr. Sherlock, 
then bishop of London, in the month 
of May, and after spending the summer 
in England, he returned to Boston in 
the autumn, and shortly aiter took 
charge of the church in Newbury, (now 
Newburyport) at that time vacant by 
the death of the Rev. Matthias Plant, 
who had been the society’s missionary 
at that place; and here he passed the 
remainder of his days. 

It was not the least of the difficulties 
under which the members of the epis- 
eopal church in this country at that 
time laboured, that they were not able 
to effect measures for the perpetuating 
an episcopal ministry among them- 
selves. The consequence was, that in 
order to become qualified for her mini- 
stry, candidates, who did not altogether 
shrink from the perils of the task, were 
obliged to cross the Atlantic ocean, and 
visit a land comparatively of strangers. 
A voyage over the ocean, was then a 
much more serious undertaking than 
now, and the natives of the American 
colonies were supposed to be peculiarly 
liable to that hideous disease, the small- 
pox, and to sink under it much more 
easily than a resident of England. As 
early as 1756, seven young men, who 

«had gone to England for holy orders, 
had perished, away from their homes 
and their friends. Several others suf- 
fered severely from the small-pox, who 
yet were providentially permitted to 
return. But the apprehensions, which 
some sects entertained from a resident 
bishop, did not pass away till after the 
independence of the colonies had been 
effected, nor until a large proportion 
of the “church people” had become 
merged in the prevalent denomination. 
Whenever, antecedently to the revolu- 
tion, an attempt was made, and in the 
eastern states there were several at- 
tempts to produce correct views and 
apprehensions on this subject, so im- 
portant to Episcopalians, they were 
met by a spirit of uncompromising 
hostility, and effectually thwarted. It 
was in vain that men, whose characters 
were allowed vouchers on all other 
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subjects for the truth of their declara- 
tions, pledged themselves, that no tem- 
poral advantages were desired or ex- 
pected, that they only sought to be 
placed on an equal footing with their 
fellow Christians; the opposition, far 
from relenting, only increased its virus 
lence. The English bishops had re- 
peatedly taken such measures as lay ia 
their power towards complying with 
the repeated applications which were 
made to them, in favour of a plan so 
reasonable in itself, but were always 
defeated by the reluctance of the king’s 
ministers, who desired that the respon- 
sibility should be upon the parliament, 
and that if steps were taken, they 
should be first taken there. On the 
other hand, the law officers of the 
crown gave their opinion, that it was a 
part of the royal prerogative, and of 
course not within the control of the 
parliament. Some large sunis were, at 
different times, bequeathed by pious in- 
dividuals in England, for the endow- 
ment of one or more bishoprieks; and, 
at one time, measures were so.far ad- 
vanced, that a house was purchased.at 
Burlington, New-Jersey, for the resi- 
dence of a bishop, who was to have the 
colonies east of the river Delaware as 
his diocese. 

An aecidental connexion had grown 
up between the bishop of London for 
the time being, and the churches in the 
colonies. It was after a time extended 
so far, that by commission from the 
king, the bishop of London appointed 
commissaries in several of the colonies, 
to exercise a limited jurisdiction, though 
they might as well have been clothed, 
so far as regards the injury which could 
ensue to any one, with the full charac- 
ter and powers of the episcopate. Few 
men have laboured, in any office, more 
disinterestedly and faithfully, than did 
Bray, and Blair, and Garden, in this of 
commissary. 

This was the relation in which the 
episcopal churches in this country stood 
to the church of England, at the time 
Mr. Bass returned from England, and 
settled at Newbury. 

The revolutionary war, which had 
displaced so many episcopal clergy- 
men from their parishes and homes, 
found him, at its termination, still dis- 
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charging the duties of his pastoral office 
in the humble country parish where he 
had first commenced his ministry. He 
was, shortly after, called to act a very 
delicate part in some important ar- 
rangements connected with the organi- 
zation of the church. 

Immediately on the occurrence of 
the peace, in which the independence 
of the United States was acknowledged 
by Great-Britain, Dr. Seabury had been 
requested, by the episcopal clergy of 
Connecticut, in convention, to procure 
episcopal consecration in England, 
they promising to receive him as their 
bishop, when duly consecrated. Some 
of the most respectable clergy in New- 
York had joined in the request, and 
furnished him with their recommenda- 
tions. He proceeded to England, and 
after spending two years in a vain ap- 
plication to the English bishops, he ap- 
plied to the bishops of the Scotch epis- 
copal church, was consecrated by them, 
and, on his return, was formally ac- 
know!ledged by the clergy of Connec- 
ticut as their bishop. This circum- 
stance produced some displeasure on 
the part of the English bishops, and 
probably paved the way, not only for 
the consecration of the bishops of New- 
York and Pennsylvania, but also for 
the removal of the penal laws, under 
which the Scotch bishops were then 
labouring as non-jurors. A difficulty 
had occurred in this country, in uniting 
the episcopate thus derived, with that 
derived through the English succes- 
sion. Bishop Provoost, of New-York, 
“although,” says Bishop White,* “he 
did not appear to be possessed of per- 
sonal ill will to Bishop Seabury, was 

opposed to having any thing to do with 
the Scotch succession, which he did not 
hesitate to pronounce irregular. Yet, 
he was very little supported in this 
sentiment; and least of al by the 
clergy of his own diocese.” Bishop 
White, with great foresight, had writ- 
ten privately to the Rev. Dr. Parker, 
of Boston, that as the clergy of Mas- 
sachusetts had net been concerned in 
either application for the episcopacy, 
they had it in their power to act the 





* Memoirs of the Protestant Fpiscopal 
Church, p. 166, ge 
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part of mediators, in bringing the cler- 
gy of Connecticut, and those of the 
other states, together. A meeting of 
the small number of clergy in Massa- 
chusetts and New-Hampshire was cal- 
led upon this hint, in June, 1789, at 
which Mr. Bass presided. The pro- 
ceedings of this informal convention 
resulted in the nomination of Mr. Bass 
as bishop of those states, and a request 
to the three bishops of Connecticut, 
New-York, and Pennsylvania, to join 
in consecrating him to that holy office. » 
This application was laid before the 
General Convention in July of the 
same year, and produced a resolution 
of that body favourable to the desired 
object, which was effected at an ad- 


journed meeting of the convention, in 


October of the same year, when Bi- 
shop Seabury took his seat in the house 
of bishops, and the eastern states were 
represented in the other house. This 
being accomplished, and the bishops, 
consecrated in England, being reluctant 


to proceed until three had been conse- 
crated in that quarter, Mr. Bass, who, in 


the mean time, had the degree of Doctor 
in Divinity conferred on him by the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania,* declined any 
further steps towards consecration. 

In 1799, Dr. Bass presided at a con- 
vention of the churches of Massachu- 
setts and New-Hampshire, which or- 
ganized, and adopted “ a plan of eccle- 
siastical government for the episcopal 
churches in Massachusetts, and such 
others as should be admitted, and ac- 
cede to the same” This is believed to 
have been the first formal convention 
of the churches in that state. The 
union of churches, in other states, with 
the convention, was irregular, and so 
declared by a canon of the General 
Convention, passed in 1795. In 1796, 
he was unanimously chosen, by the 
cenvention of Massachusetts,-a second 





* At the Commencement in July, 1789.* 

¢ A p»per, purporting to be the dissent of 
two clergy men from his election, had been for- 
warded to the bishops, but the objections were 
supposed to receive no weight, from the cha- 
racters of the two objecting clergymen, who 
were said to have no »ttachment to'the eccle- 
siasticul system of the episeopal chureh. An- 
other paper w:s circulated, purporting to be 
the dissent of his own vestry, which was de- 
nied, and found to be untrue. 
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time to the office of bishop, and was con- 
secrated accordingly, in Christ church, 
Philadelphia, on the 7th day of May, 
1797, by Bishops White, Provoost, and 
Clagget. On the 27th of the same 
month, he was received and acknow- 
Jedged, in the most respectful and af- 
fectionate manner, by the clergy of his 
diocese, then assembled in Trinity 
church, Boston. A short time after- 
wards, the convention of Rhode-Island 
placed their churches, which had been 
under the jurisdiction of Bishop Sea- 
bury, under his charge. 

In 1799 he took his seat, for the first 
and only time, in the General Conven- 
tion, as a member of the house of bi- 
shops. 

In the summer of 1803, the conven- 
tion of New-Hampshire placed their 
churches under his jurisdiction. 

He died on the 10th of September, 
1803, after an illness of but two days, 
having remained in the charge of the 
same parish for the long space of fifty- 
two years. 


The following sketch of his charae- 
ter is believed to have been drawn by 
his successor in the episcopate, the late 
Bishop Parker, of whom some account 
was given in our last* paper :— 


* Few men have maintained, through 
so long a period, a character so entirely 
conformed to the Christian standard, as 
did this venerable prelate. It is a tri- 
bute due to his memory, and society 
claims of us, that we record some faint 
sketch of his life and virtues. 

“ Bishop Bass was a sound divine, 
a critical scholar, an accomplished gen- 
tleman, and an exemplary Christian. 
His manners were polished, his dispo- 
sition amiable, his temper mild, his 
conversation improving, his benevo- 
lence warm, his piety uniform, his cha- 
rity unlimited. For more than fifty 
years, he sacredly devoted all his ta- 
lents to his great Lord and Master, in 
the affectionate and diligent cultiva- 
tion of that portion of the Gospel vine- 
yard committed to his care. Seriously 
impressed with a sense of the duties of 
his station, nothing short of necessity 
formed in his mind an apology for the 
omission of them. In his public dis- 





* See Christian Journal for June, p. 161. 
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courses he aimed at plainness and use- 
fulness. From subjects the least con- 
nected with practical topics, he rarely 
failed to draw something calculated to 
mend the hearts or the manners of his 
hearers. He had nothing of that can- 
dour which looks with equal indiffer- 
ence on all opinions. With the most 
scrupulous respect for the rights of con- 
science and of private judgment in 
others, he united a firm and unshaken 
adherence to that system of Christian 
doctrine and discipline which he had 
adopted from conviction. In his devo- 
tions he led his people with the win- 
ning example of piety, chastised in its 
manner with the most temperate gra- 
vity, never relaxing into formality, nor 
strained into enthusiasm. Although, 
from principle as well as habit, he was 
zealously attached to the forms pre- 
scribed by the church, yet, on extra- 
ordinary occasions, he exhibited in his 
devotional compositions a talent rarely 
equalled, and never excelled by those, 
whose mode of worship authorizes and 
requires extemporaneous addresses to 
the Deity. 

“ In private life, Dr. Bass was uni- 
formly amiable and respectable, and 
thus inspired all his associates with af 
fection and reverence. 

* But it was in the elevated station 
of a diocesan that the character of this 
excellent man was most fully displayed. 
Anxious, above all things, to approve 
himself to the great Head of the Church, 
his humility grew with the honours con- 
ferred upon him by his brethren. So 
far was he from claiming the distine- 
tions appertaining to his rank, that he 
did not receive them without sensible 
pain, and constantly exhibited a win- 
ning example of meekness and gentle- 
ness, which gave lustre to all his ac- 
complishments, and all his virtues. 
Though at some periods of his life he 
was severely tried, he maintained a 
moderation and forbearance which 
checked the rage of party, and fortified 
him against sufferings, which a mind 
less correct must have undergone in si- 
milar situations. 

“ Blest by nature with a vigorous 
constitution, which he sedulously pre- 
served by temperance and exercise, he 
enjoyed an uncommon share of health 
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through the greatest part of his life. 
He died as he had lived, full of piety, 
resignation, and humility, and is, doubt- 
less, now receiving the rewards of a 
long and diligent life spent in the 
service of his God, and his fellow- 
men.”—Ed. Ch. Regis. 


—_—— 
From the Evangelical Magazine for April, 1827. 
The Old Tree. 


In going out one morning lately to 
my pastoral duties, I saw by the way 
side an old tree lying on the ground. 
None had ever passed that way with- 
out being struck with the appearance of 
thistree in its glory. Itstrunk was large, 
its height was great, and its branches 
were thick and spreading There was 
no tree around so lofty and majestic. 
Its trunk measured no less than twenty- 
four feet in circumference. For some 
seasons past it had exhibited symptoms 
of decay, and, last summer, there was 
not a green spot on all its branches, ex- 
cept what two or three twigs presented. 
Its roots were rotten ; and, one night 
lately, though there was no wind to oc- 
easion the least agitation, it fell to the 
ground. Jn looking at it, 1 thought of 
the kindness of Providence in ordering 
its fall in the night; for, had it fallen in 
the day time, it is more than probable, 
that some of the numerous travellers 
on the foot-path which it overshadow- 
ed, might have been killed or injured. 
The kindness of Providence is visible 
in the season in which many similar oc- 
currences have taken place. Bridges 
have fallen, not when they were crowded 
with passengers, but when no foot was 
treading on them; and houses have 
fallen, not while their inhabitants were 
asleep, but when previous warning had 
made them hasten their escape. 

The next thought that occurred to 
me was this, that it was a striking em- 
blem of old age and death. Like this 
tree, the aged exhibit many traces of 
bodily and of mental decay. The frame 
once fresh and vigorous, now shakes 
with palsy ; and the countenance once 
fresh and blooming, is now ghastly and 
withered ; the imagination once so luxu- 
riant in its varied fancies, is now lan- 
guid and sluggish, and yields nought 

but dark forebodings; the memory 
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once so rich in its recollections, is now 
like a broken vessel ; and the affections 
once so ardent, are now chilled amidst 
the peevishness which is produced by 
infirmity or neglect. To such decay in 
body and in mind protracted life must 
lead; and the vigour which some have 
exhibited on the borders of fourscore is 
rare, and is not strength in which a 
wise man would glory. It requires no 
violence of disease to lay the old man 
in the dust. The supports of life are 
exhausted, and so feeble is the vital 
principle, that, with little or no strag- 
gle, his breath departs, and he returns 
to his dust. To many a passenger it 
has been a monitor of human frailty. 
The young may have been reminded 
by it that favour is deveitful, and that 
beauty is vain; and the aged may have 
learned from it, that in their frailty they 
are the subjects of one common law 
with every thing that lives. It was an 
affecting incident in the life of Swift, 
that in a pleasurable excursion with 
some friends into the country, he fell 
behind, and after waiting in vain for 
his joining them, one of them turned 
back to seek for him, and found him 
standing gazing intently on a beautiful 
tree, whose top had been scathed by 
lightning. To the friend who inter- 
rupted his musings, he said, pointing 
with his finger to his forehead, “ Like 
that tree,,God will smite me here.” 
The presentiment was unhappily real- 
ized in his mental imbecility, and he, 
whose intellect was so quick and power- 
ful, became as a child. 

In pursuing my walk, I thought of 
the care of Providence over this tree. 
Often had the blasts of winter shaken 
it, but not a branch had been broken; 
often had the lightning of heaven moved 
over it, but it had not been permitted 
to strike. Hostile armies have passed 
by it, but they had not done it the 
least injury. For three hundred years 
it had stood, and for as many springs 
had the hand of the God of nature re- 
newed it. And if God is thus incessant 
in his care of such objects, will he cease 
to interest himself in his rational and 
redeemed offspring ? Such is the argue 
ment which our Lord employs to re- 
press solicitude, and its power has been 
felt in many trying situations. In be- 
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holding the tender plants safe after a 
tempestuous night, the fury of whose 
winds we thought no shrub could with- 
stand—in seeing them neither torn up 
nor broken, the reflection has been ex- 
cited, how God will strengthen his peo- 
ple for enduring the severest affliction ; 
that the feeble and the delicate he can 
fortify against the fury of disease, and 
that amidst the pressure of calamity he 
can maintain the patience and the hope 
of virtue. My mind was led to the con- 
sideration of the benefits which it had 
yielded. Year after year it wasa lodg- 
ing-place for the fowls of heaven; often 
too has it sheltered the traveller from 
the tempest, and from the scorching 
heat. It was like the gourd of Jonah, 
which sprung up in a night, and which 
perished in a night, but for ages it had 
been a place of refuge. 

What changes have taken place 
around this tree! ‘The noble proprie- 
tors of the stately mansion near it have 
been thrust away from it, and it is now 
occupied by strangers. ‘To those who 
have been born toa richer lot than 
others, it is an aggravation of the day 
of calamity, that it drives them from 
scenes of greater beauty, and these 
never appear so lovely as to the eye 
that is gazing on them for the last time; 
and this is one of the pangs of the last 
hour to those on whom prosperity has 
smiled to the end, from which the bo- 
som of the poor man is free. How many 
have passed by it to the places of reli- 
gious worship in the village near it, 
who are now silent in the grave. How 
many processions of joy and grief have 
passed under its branches—often have 
the poor passed by it in quest of bread, 
and the wealthy in the pursuit of plea- 
sure. During its growth the surround- 
ing district has improved amazingly in 
wealth and population, in culture and 
beauty; so that were those who lived 
when it was planted to revisit this 
quarter, they would recognize nought 
about it but the mountains which still 
bound the prospect, and the sea which 
still washes its borders. The great fea- 
tures of nature never vary ; it is on the 
lesser.that the hand of man works. 

A plantation not far distant, was the 
scene of a suicide awfully instructive. 
The wretched victim once seemed des- 


The Old Tree. 





[No. 7. 


tined tu a happier fate; he received a 
good education, and was settled in a 
respectable line of business; but he was 
enticed by loose companions to scenes 
of dissipation; his morals were de- 
bauched by their vile conversation, and 
his principles were ruined by their in- 
fidel sophistry. He became embar- 
rassed in his circumstances; the profli- 
gates who had corrupted him were un- 
able or unwilling to aid him, and the 
sober and the virtuous felt that in him 
they could put no confidence. Too 
proud to labour for his support, and to 
accommodate himself to his altered cir- 
cumstances, and destitute of contrition 
for his folly, and of that hope in God 
which would have led him in tears to 
his footstool, he resolved to terminate 
his existence, and he did it there. No- 
thing can show more strikingly the in- 
fluence of infidelity in hardening the 
heart to every emotion of benevolence 
and commiseration, than this circum- 
stance, that his associates lamented 
nought about his exit but its vulgar 
mode; and said, with an air bordering 
on derision and contempt, that he ought 
to have died by a pistol-bullet like a 
gentleman, and not like a felon by a 
halter. The feeling heart will listen to 
the warnings of such a scene. For 
many aday the remembrance of his 
fate filled the passer-by with horror; 
and, amidst the gloom of night, it seem- 
ed a spot where the demon of despair 
had triumphed. 

There were ages of superstition in 
the land, in which such a tree would 


‘have been the object of worship, and 


in which its fall would have been de- 
plored as the presage of some dreadful 
calamity; but God is the Lord who 
hath dispelled our darkness, and wis- 
dom and devotion shed their light on 
every object. In the age of the Druids, 
this tree would have been the favourite 
retreat of its priests; under its branches 
their mysterious rites would have been 
performed, and the melody of their sa- 
cred harps would have been mingled 
with the waving of its branches, and the 
rustling of its leaves. Let us think, with 
gratitude, to what nobler purposes na- 
ture now consecrates her productions, 
and how they are called to magnify the 
grace by which men have been saved.. 
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«Sing, O ye heavens, for the Lord hath 
done it; shout, ye lower parts of the 
earth; break forth into singing, ye 
mountains; O forest, and every tree 
therein, for the Lord hath redeemed 
Jacob, and hath glorified himself in 
Israel !” 

There were some tender plants grow- 
ing near this tree, which were crushed 
by its fall; and I could not but be re- 
minded, by this circumstance, of the 
miseries in which men are involved by 
their connexion with the calamities of 
others. The bankrupt has reduced to 
poverty the simple who confided in him, 
and he, whose seemingly prosperous es- 
tablishment gave employment to work- 
men of various descriptions, has, in his 
fall, brought them low. Few are so 
insignificant or obscure, as not to im- 
plicate others in their misfortunes, or 
their crimes; and this operates as a 
powerful motive to keep parents from 
indulging in sloth, and from the com- 
mission of iniquity, that by their indo- 
lence, they may not bring misery on 
those whose happiness is dear to them, 
nor entail disgrace on those to whom 
they should transmit an unsullied name. 
It is one of the sweetest rewards of be- 
neficence and wisdom, in this world, 
when others are enlightened and puri- 
fied by their influence ; when the young 
learn to fear God from a parent’s 
prayers, and to resist the enticements 
of sinners, by the lrappiness prepared 
for them in a sweet home. 

The next time I passed that way, there 
were persons employed in cutting this 
tree in pieces, that what of it was still 
sound might be turned to some account. 
Ata former period it might have formed 
part of aship, and have ploughed the 
ocean, or have been used in the erection 
of a building, but now it is fit only for 
some humbler purpose, and thus it 
teaches us not to throw aside as useless 
what cannot answer any great object; 
but to improve it tor advantage so far 
as it will go. Gather up the fragments, 
that nothing be lost. The old may 
learn from this, to be content with the 
humblest offices of utility. Let them 
not say, because to others are allotted 
the tasks for which they are no longer 
competent, “I will do nothing ;” but 
Jet them say, “I will do what I can.” 
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It will be a most delightful reflection, 
amidst the infirmities of age, that you 
are not altogether useless; and, to the 
eye of heaven, an eld person dedi- 
cating his remaining strength to the 
means of support, or to the lessons of 
experience, is as pleasing an object as 
any of the pursuits of active manhood, 
or laborious zeal. He hath this hope 
amidst all his weakness, that he will 
soon be made a pillar in the temple of 
his God. 1 have never passed that way 
since the fall of this tree, without feel- 
ing that there was a blank in the spot: 
and in how many scenes of life are we 
reminded of objects whose loss has not 
been supplied to us, whose counsels we 
have found in no human wisdom, whose 
support we have felt in no human arm, 
and whose kindness we have seen in 
no human heart. Such blanks remind 
us that this is not the place of our rest. 
There is only one Being in whom the 
human heart can be fully and for ever 
blessed, for he is God all-sufficient and 
unchangeable, and in no situation shall 
they that trust in him be desolate. 
There are seasons in a good man’s life 
when he can say, I sat down under his 
shadow with great delight, and his 
fruit was sweet to my taste; but there 
is none in which God leaves himself 
without a witness, and in which piety 
seeks his shade in vain. 

I ought to have mentioned sooner, 
that the spot in which this tree was 
planted, was in the direct line of the 
wall formed by Antoninus, betwixt the 
Forth and the Clyde, and that the most 
distinct of all the traces of it are within 
a few yards of it. These are the me- 
morials of a power which has long since 
passed away, and whose expeditions 
were, in the early ages of the Gospel, 
a preparation of its way. Happy is it 
when conquerors leave their traces, not 
merely in ramparts for security, en- 
gines for oppression, or pillars for tri- 
umph, but in establishments for learn- 
ing, hospitals for the relief of the afflict- 
ed, in the improvements they have 
made in commerce and in agriculture, 
and in the mounds which they have 
reared to keep back the devouring sea. 

There are three texts of Scripture 
which have occurred to me in thinking 
of this tree. Solomon saith, * If the 
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tree fall toward the north, or toward 
the south, in the place where the tree 
falleth, there it shall be.” This text 
has been justly considered as an inti- 
mation, that man’s state afier death is 
unalterable, and that grace will issue no 
wg for the damned, nor make the 
east effort for the sanctification of 
those who have died in their sins ; and 
how desirable then is it, that when death 
comes, we may be found united to the 
person of the Lord Jesus, formed to 
righteousness, and pointing to heaven. 

In the book of Job, it is said, “ There 
is hope of a tree if it be cut down that 
it will sprout again, and that the tender 
branch thereof will not cease; but man 
dieth and wasteth away.” If the svil is 
moist, branches will shoot forth from 
the stock, and in process of time may 
become a large tree; but no breath, no 
dew can revive the bodies of the dead, 
and, till the resurrection morn, they 
must abide as dust among dust. 

I shall only refer to another text, 
and it is to a passage in the prophecies 
of Isaiah, where, in describing the dura- 
tion of the millennium, and the health, 
peace, and felicity of that era, he says, 
“As the days of a tree shall be the 
days of my people, and mine elect shall 
long enjoy the work of their hands.” 
The miseries and evil passions by which 
life is embittered and shortened, shall 
then cease from troubling, and content- 
ment, temperance, and peace, shall be 
health to the countenance, and marrow 
to the bones. 

Falkirk. H. B. 

{ _—__,_____} 

We are indebted to some friendly hand for 
the Virginia Herald of the 19th Mav, 1827, 
esa at Fredevicksburg, containing Bishop 
Moore’s Address to the Convention of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church then in session 
at that place. The proceedings of the con- 
vention have not yet been received. When 
they come to hand, our usual abstract will be 
given. In the mean time we insert the ad- 
dress. 

Bishop Moore’s Address to the Con- 

vention of Virginia. 

BreTHReEN, 

The indisposition under which I la- 
boured, the last year, prevented me 
from entering as extensively as 1 should 
have done, in the discharge of those 

duties peculiar to my office, and con- 
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fined my episcopal labours within a 
smaller space than they would other- 
wise have occupied. Indisposed, how- 
ever, as I was, I did not remain alto- 
gether unemployed, but devoted my 
attention to those parts of the diocese 
which, from their situation, required 
the least fatigue. 

At the meeting of the last conven- 
tion I consecrated to the service of 
Almighty God, the church erected in 
the town of Lynchburg, under the mi- 
nistry of the Rev. Franklin G. Smith, 
and preached on that occasion, em- 
bracing in my discourse some of the 
peculiarities of our polity; representing 
the excellencies of our liturgy, and its 
fitness for the public worship of God; 
and admitted to the priesthood the Rev. 
Mr. Croes, the Rev. Mr. Gunter, the 
Rev. Mr. Chevers, the Rev. Mr. 
Brooke, and the Rev. John M‘Guire. 

After the adjournment of the con- 
vention, I passed into the county of 
Bedford, and consecrated two new 
churches—churches owing their exist- 
ence to the pious and disinterested la- 
bours of the Rev. Mr. Cobbs. Since 
the ordination of Mr. Cobbs, several of- 
fers have been made to him, by the ac- 
ceptance of either of which his situa- 
tion would certainly have been much 
improved; but, with a magnanimity of 
mind, which rendered him superior to 
pecuniary considerations, and with that 
regard to the infant state of the church, 
which reflects the greatest credit on his 
piety, he declined them all, and deter- 
mined to remain in his present situa- 
tion. I mention this circumstance, not 
only because it js honourable to the 
character of Mr. Cobbs, but from a 
hope, that his parishioners will con- 
sider it their duty to use every means 
in their power to contribute to the com- 
fort of himself and his family. 

From Bedford I passed into Amherst 
county, and preached in one of the old 
churches; and, the next day, I rode to 
another place of worship, lately erected 
at New-Glasgow ; at which place the 
Rev. Mr. Page preached, after which I 
concluded with an application to his 
discourse. 

From Amherst I proceeded, in com- 
pany with the Rev. Mr. Croes and the 
Rev. Mr, Lee, to Charlottesville; and 
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in that place I consecrated a new 
church, preached, administered confir- 
mation and the Lord’s supper. In the 
afternoon of the same day, the Rev. 
Mr. Croes preached, and in the even- 
ing the Rev. Mr. Lee officiated. The 
congregations upon those occasions 
were large and attentive. 

From Charlottesville I rode to Mr. 
Hugh Nelson’s, officiated in Walker's 
church, and returned home. 

In the beginning of July, I visited 
the church in the town of Norfolk, 
where I officiated, on the morning of 
the Sabbath, to a large and respectable 
auditory; and in the afternoon passed 
over to Portsmouth, and preached in 
that church to an attentive audience. 
The next day I rode to the town of 
Suffolk, in company with the Rev. Mr. 
Ducachet, and the Rev. Mr. Chevers; 
at which place both Mr. Ducachet and 
myself officiated to large and attentive 
congregations. 

Upon my return to Norfolk, I took 
passage in a packet, and crossed the 
Chesapeake Bay, into the counties of 
Northampton and Accomack. Upon 
my arrival in Northampton, I preached 
in the court-house, and the next day 
proceeded, in company with the Rev. 
Mr. Gunter, to the county of Acco- 
mack, and preached in the village of 
Onancock, in the Methodist church. 
On the Sabbath subsequent, I officiated 
in one of the churches, and administer- 
ed the Lord’s supper to a number of 
pious communicants. The congrega- 
tions in Accomack are at this time des- 
titute of a minister, and are very anxi- 
ous to obtain the services of a clergy- 
man. The parish is large, and the people 
highly respectable. I should conceive 
few places in the diocese more entitled 
to attention, and few congregations bet- 
ter able, or more disposed to render a 
faithful minister happy. 

From Accomack I returned to North- 
ampton, and preached in Hungar’s 
church to alarge and respectable as- 
sembly, and then rode to the court- 
house, where I again officiated to an 
attentive congregation. 

In the middle of July I visited Pe- 
tersburg, in company with the Rev. Mr. 
Ducachet, and the Rev. Mr. Lee; at 
which time I admitted to deacons’ or- 
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ders, Mr. John Grammer, Mr, Benja- 
min Peers, Mr. Henry Aisquith, and 
Mr. Leonard H. Johns; and adminis- 
tered the Lord’s supper. The Rev. 
Mr. Bucachet preached in the morn- 
ing, and the Rev. Mr. Lee in the even- 
ing. Upon both occasions the congre- 
gations were numerous and attentive. 

In the month of September I went to 
the county of Hanover. In that section 
of the district I passed several days 
in company with the Rev. Edward 
M‘Guire, and the Rev. Mr. Croes. The 
Rev. Mr. Croes preached the first day 5 
on the second, the Rev. Mr. M‘Guire 
preached an ordination sermon, after 
which I admitted to the priesthood the 
Rev. Mr. Cooke, and administered the 
Lord’s supper. On the third day, Mr. 
Croes preached at the house of the ve- 
nerable Mrs. Nelson, at which time I 
administered the Lord’s supper to her- 
self, and upwards of 30 members of her 
numerous connexion. 

On the last of September I went to 
the north, with an intention to attend 
the General Convention; but, in con- 
sequence of the most severe illness 
with which I was ever visited, I was 
not only prevented from carrying into 
effect that design, but also from return- 
ing to this diocese until the month of 
March. I should deem myself deficient 
in gratitude to the inhabitants of Hart- 
ford, in Conuecticut, and wanting in 
respect to Virginia, whuse adopted son 
those people considered me, were I not 
thus publicly to acknowledge the weight 
of obligation ‘under which their kind- 
ness has placed me. The attentions 
of Mr. Samuel Tudor and lady, of that 
city, were the attentions of children to 
a parent. Language is too feeble to ex- 
press the affectionate treatment I re- 
ceived at their hands; and, while me- 
mory retains its seat in my mind, I can 
never forget them. May the almighty 
God remember them for good, and 
prove their friend in every time of 
need. 

In the month of March, I held an 
ordination in the Monumental church, 
in the city of Richmond; on which oc- 
casion the Rev. Mr. Croes delivered a 
discourse, proving satisfactorily and 
conclusively the ministerial office of 
— and enforcing their duties— 
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after which F admitted to the holy or- 
der of deacons, Mr. George Kirke. 

The secretary, brethren, will pro- 
duce to the convention a letter from the 
Secretary of the General Convention, 
on the subject of certain proposed al- 
terations in the Liturgy of the Church. 
It is my duty to mention, not only to 
the members of this convention, but 
also to the members of the church 
throughout the diocese of Virginia, the 
fears with which my mind is impressed 
on this important subject. The church 
has hitherto prospered in the use of the 
liturgy, as it has been handed down to 
us by. our fathers. That uniformity of 
worship which has distinguished us as 
a society, should the proposed altera- 
tions be carried into effect, will be de- 
stroyed. Instead of uniting in the same 
devotional exercises, as we hitherto 
have done, every clergyman will have 
it in his power to select his own les- 
sons, and to read such portions of the 
Psalms of David as he pleases—by 
which means the public worship of God, 
in these particulars, will be as various 
as the constitutions of our minds. The 
old members of the church, who have 
been taught to view the liturgy through 
a medium the most sacred, will be 
grieved. The guards to uniformity be- 
ing once removed, one innovation will 
succeed another, until our people will 
lose that reverence for qur incompara- 
ble services by which they have been 
actuated, and the chureh receive the 
most vital injury. 

When we reflect upon the general 
esteem in which the liturgy is viewed, 
by the reflecting and considerate of 
other denominations, our opinion of its 
excellence should be strengthened and 
increased. The celebrated Dr. Clarke, 
of the Methodist church, has declared, 
that the liturgy of the church is second 
to no volume, except the sacred writ- 
ings; and the Rev. Mr. Hall, of the 
Baptist society, has expressed himself 
in similar language. To touch a matter 
of so much cohsequence without the 
deepest reflection—to alter a service of 
such acknowledged worth without years 
of prayerful consideration, should not 
be ventured on. When we enter the 
threshold of this inquiry, we should 
take the shoes from off our feet, as 
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the ground whereon we tread is holy 
ground. The church in Virginia will 
never be induced, I trust and pray, to 
depart from her prescribed forms ; but 
will defend the liturgy in all its. in- 
tegrity, and prove to the Christian 
world, that we reverence the opinions 
of our fathers, and are satisfied with 
that system of doctrine which they 
venerated, and which they so highly 
valued. 

Such, brethren, are’ the outlines of 
the views I entertain of the contem- 
plated measure; I should have con- 
sidered myself deficient in duty to the 
church committed to my care by you, 
and by Heaven, did I not raise my 
warning voice in behalf of the liturgy, 
and thus express the fears which have 
disturbed my quiet. 

Since our last meeting, we have been 
deprived of the labours of our affection- 
ate brother, the Rev. Mr. Dunn. The 
humility for which he was distinguish 
ed, the fidelity with'which he laboured, 
and the evangelical views he entertain- 
ed on the subjeet of religion, endeared 
him to us all. His death was marked 
with the strongest features of resigna- 
tion to the will of the Almighty, and 
his views of that rest which remaineth 
for the people of God, comforted him 
in his last moments, and rendered the 
termination of his life truly triumphant. 
He has entered, [ trust, into the joy of 
his Lord, and now rests in peace on 
the bosom of his God. 

In the beginning of the present 
month, I visited the county of Gooch- 
land, in company with the Rev. Messrs. 
Meade, Cooke, Croes, and Jones. 

Although the present incumbent has 
been settled in that parish but one 
year, still the church, the concerns of 
which had been dormant for 30 years, 
now discovers a state of energy of no 
inconsiderable character. The peo 
ple, animated by the laborious efforts 
of the Rev. Mr. Lee, have repaired 
one of the old churches, and put it in 
complete order. Agreeably to their re- 
quest, I consecrated it to the service 
of God, and confirmed 12 persons. We 
all preached, in suecession, to large and 

attentive auditories. The holy commu- 
nion was administered, the day after I 
left the parish, by the Rev. Mr. Meade, 
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and the church was joined by several 
new members. 

On the last Sunday, I visited the 
church on Richmond Hill, which is 
under the superintendence of the Rev. 
Mr. Hart; on which occasion I preach- 
ed toa very large congregation, and 
administered the rite of confirmation to 
19 persons. It is with great pleasure 
I mention the present prosperous state 
of that parish. ‘The church has been 
put in complete repair, through the ef- 
forts.of a few spirited gentlemen, and 
is second in its internal appearance to 
very few of the churches.in this diocese. 

With my prayers to heaven, that our 
conventional proceedings, at this time, 
may be as distinguished by that peace 
and harmony which has characterized 
our former deliberations, I now con- 
<lude this address. 

RICHARD C. MOORE. 


The following remarks, an the foregoing Ad- 
dress of Bishop Moore, we copy, at the re- 
quest of a friend, from the Church Register 
of the 9th of June. 


The Liturgy. 

The worthy bishop of Virginia, in 
his address to the convention, has 
fallen into a strange mistake as to the 

roposed alterations in the liturgy. 

hese are as follows, (p. 76 of the 
Journal of the General Convention,) 
“‘ The minister, instead of reading from 
the Psalter, as divided for daily morn- 
ing and evening prayer, may read one 
of the selections set out by this church, 
or any other psalm or psalms, except 
on those days in which proper psalms 
are appointed.”——“ The minister may, 
at his discretion, instead of the entire 
lessons, read suitable portions thereof, 
rot less than fifteen verses; and, on 
ather days than Sundays and holy 
days, in those places where morning 
and evening prayer is not daily used, 
he may read other portions of the Old 
and New Testament instead of the pre- 
scribed lessons; it being recommended, 
that unless circumstances render it in- 
expedient, on the stated prayer days 
of Wednesdays and Fridays, the les- 
sons for those days, or for one of the 
intervening days, be read.” 

How the bishop could suppose, as he 
_ asserts in his address, that according 
to the foregoing proposed alteration, 
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“ every clergyman will have it in his 
power to select his own lessons,” is to 
me astonishing. As plain as language 
can make it, he has that power only 
on other days than Sundays and holy 
days, and on these days he is confined 
to the appointed lessons, having only 
tke discretion of reading a portion of 
the lessons instead of the whole. 

The bishop does not notice another 
proposed alteration, whereby the ru- 
bric relative to the use of the ante-com- 
munion service is so amended, as to 
render the use of that service impera- 
tive, which, under the present.rubric, 
alleged by some to be of doubtful con- 
struction, is often omitted. 

The above alterations, whereby the 
minister, confined on Sundays and holy 
days to the prescribed lessons, has only 
the discretion of reading a portion in- 
stead of the whole, and, on other days, 
of selecting his own lessons; and in- 
stead of the psalms for the day, may 
read any psalm or psalms; and will be 
compelled :to use the ante-communion 
service, are the only ones proposed by 
the convention, in the liturgy, strictly 
socalled. And is it possible that any 
candid and dispassionate person can 
consider them as authorizing the alarm, 
that “ the uniformity of our worship is 
to be destroyed,” that “ the worship of 
God will be as various as the constitu- 
tions of our minds,” that “ one innova- 
tion will succeed another, until the peo- 
ple lose that reverence for our incom- 
parable services by which they have 
been actuated, and the church receive 
the most vital injury.” 

How stands the matter now, parti- 
cularly in that diocese over which the 
worthy bishop, who expressed these 
sentiments, so respectably presides? 
Many of the clergy take the liberty, on 
the plea of the length of the liturgy, of 
omitting what parts of it they please. 
Sometimes the exhortation is shorten- 
ed, sometimes one of the lessons omit- 
ted, sometimes the psalms, sometimes 
the litany, or some of the prayers, and 
more frequently the ante-communion 
service. And the writer of this hap- 


pens to know, that the bishop of Virgi- 
nia, who professes this laudable zeal 
for the liturgy, has, and that very re- 
cently, expressed the opinion, that he 
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thought these liberties with the liturgy 
ought not to be taken in the congrega- 
tions in our cities, but that in country 
congregations they were allowable.— 
Does this state of things prove, as the 
bishop thinks, that “ uniformity has 
hitherto distinguished us as a society?” 
On the contrary, does it not authorize 
the fear, that indeed “the public wor- 
ship of God will be as various as the 
constitutions of our minds?” Are these 
unlicensed alterations of “ our incom- 
parable service” calculated to secure 
**reverence” for it? Surely, surely, such 
a state of things must excite the deepest 
solicitude, lest indeed “the people,” 
accustomed to these unwarrantable li- 
berties with the liturgy, will “ lose their 
reverence for it, and the church receive 
the mest vital injury.” 

Under this impression, it is to be 
presumed, “ with deep reflection” and 
“ prayerful consideration,” the house 
of bishops unanimously proposed these 
alterations. Their object evidently was, 
to remove every reason for omitting any 
part of the service; to correct the pre- 
sent discrepancy which prevails in the 
use of it; to secure the reading of that 
invaluable portion, the ante-commu- 
nion service, and thus to produce /egal 
uniformity—to save the liturgy from 
serious innovation, and to preserve it 
in all its integrity. 

With regard to the proposed discre- 
tion in the use of the lessons for week 
days, I am fully persuaded that the 
worthy bishop, if he has always used 
the prescribed lessons, has often found 
them very inappropriate. And his ex- 
perience must be yery different, it is 
thought, from that of the bishops and 
clergy in general, if he is not satisfied 
that the office for confirmation, excel- 
lent as it is in substance, does admit of 
improvement in those points in which 
the General Convention propose to 
alter it. 

A misapprehension prevails as to 
the object of making known proposed 
alterations in the liturgy to the state 
conventions. Jt is for the information 
of the church generally, atid to give 
the state conventions an opportunity, 
if they please, of expressing their opi- 
nion on the matters submitted to them. 
But it is not essential that they should 
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-act upon them. For whether they ap- 


prove or disapprove of them, their de- 
cision will not be final. Perhaps the 
best way is, to leave the subject en- 
tirely to the next General Convention, 
who must finally approve or reject 
these propositions. 

When it was unanimously agreed in 
the house of bishops to propose these 
alterations, there were present, the 
Right Rev. Bishop White, of Pennsyl- 
vania; Bishop Hobarf, of New-York ; 
Bishop Griswold, of the Eastern Dio- 
cese; Bishop Kemp, of Maryland; Bi- 
shop Croes, of New-Jersey; Bishop 
Chase, of Ohio; Bishop Brownell, of 
Connecticut ; and Bishop Ravenscroft, 
of North-Carolina. Bishop Bowen, of 
South-Carolina, was absent in conse- 
quence of severe domestic affliction ; 
and Bishop Moore, of Virginia, through 
indisposition. The former has since 
declared, in his address to the conven- 
tion, that he had approved substantially 
of these alterations. They have thus 
received the sanction of all the bishops, 
except Bishop Moore, of Virginia. In 
proposing these alterations, the leading 
motive of the bishops, as stated by 
them, was, to “ preserve unimpaired 
the liturgy of the church, and yet to re- 
move the reasons alleged for omitting 
parts of the service from its supposed 
length.” It is believed, that neither 
in opinion nor in practice, in city or in 
country, have they sanctioned any de- 
viation from the liturgy, except in 
those cases where the absence of epis- 
copal worshippers rendered it impossi- 
ble for the clergyman to perform the 
whole of the service as enjoined by the 
rubrics. It would seem, that individu- 
ally satisfied with the liturgy as it now 
stands, they are yet ready to allow a 
discretion as to the length of the lessons, 
and the quantum of the psalms, in or- 
der to preserve the ante-communion 
service, and the rest of the liturgy, in- 
violate; to allow a “ little legal liber- 
ty,” in order to prevent “ license with- 
out bounds.” Should the proposed al- 
terations take effect, there will be more 
uniformity in the use of the liturgy than 
at present. All its parts will be pre- 


served; the lessons also, and the psalms; 
the only variety, in this respect, being 
in the quantity of each which is read, 
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And this surely cannot be so serious a 
matter, when, at present, several of the 
lessons do not amount to the fifteen 
verses, which, according to the pro- 
posed alterations, every minister must 
read. And one of the selections of 
psalms, and more than one of the por- 
tions, are very short. 

The other policy is that pursued by 
those who indulge in professions of 
zeal tor the liturgy, which, when the 
practice is conformable thereto, are de- 
serving of all commendation. But, 
though bound by the solemn promises 
of ordination, and by canons, to use 
the Book of Common Prayer, they do 
not hesitate to omit the ante-commu. 
nion service, and, in other respects, to 
alter the liturgy at pleasure. And yet 
indulging thus in “license without 
bounds,” by a strange contradiction, 
some of them are opposed to granting 
a “little legal liberty.” What would 
be thought of that state of civil society 
in which the laws were habitually vio- 
lated, for reasons erroneous indeed, 
but, in the opinion of the individual, 
justifying the violation to his con- 
science, and obtaining the powerful 
sanction of custom ? 

Let the candid judge which policy 
is most consistent with the great prin- 
ciples of legislation, of social order, and 
of moral obligation ; and which is best 
calculated to secure reverence for “ our 
incomparable service,” and to transmit 
it “ unimpaired,” the safeguard and the 
blessing of the church, to the latest 
posterity. A. B. 





From the Christian Observer for March, 1827. 


Ancient and Modern Waldensian Con- 
Sessions. 

ConsiDERABLE attention has of late 
been attracted towards the various con- 
fessions of the Protestant churches of 
Europe. These venerable documents 
have been closely catechised, as to their 
testimony respecting various subjects 
which divide the members of the re- 
formed religious communities of Chris- 
tendom, whether it be the five cele- 
brated doctrinal points, or questions of 
church discipline, or the books included 
by them in the sacred canon. But 
among these formularies, the most an- 
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cient of them all, and that which has 
formed the ground-work of several, if 
not all, of the others, and which, in a 
particular manner, has been made use 
of by the compilers of the Thirty-Nine 
Articles of the Church of England, 
namely, the original Waldensian Con- 
fession of Faith, dated in the year 1120, 
has been singularly neglected. The do- 
cument is not long, and deserves tran- 
scription. It is as follows:— 

¢ ArTICLE I.—We believe and firmly 
hold all that which is contained in the 
twelve articles of the symbol, which is 
called the Apostles’ Creed, accounting 
for heresy whatsoever is disagreeing, 
and not consonant to the said twelve 
articles. 

“ Articte II.—We do believe that 
there is one God—Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. 

“ ArricLe IIl.—We acknowledge, 
for the holy canunical Scriptures, the 
books of the Holy Bible, namely, the 
beoks of Moses called Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy; 
Joshua; Judges; Ruth; 1 Samuel; 2 
Samuel; 1 Kings; 2 Kings; 1 Chro- 
nicles; 2Chronicles; Ezra; Nehe- 
miah; Esther; Job; Psalms; the Pro- 
verbs of Solomon ; Ecclesiastes, or the 
Preacher; the Song of Solomon; the 
Prophecy of Isaiah; Jeremiah; the La- 
mentations of Jeremiah ; Ezekiel ; Da- 
niel; Hosea; Joel; Amos; Obadiah ; 
Jonas; Micah; Nahum; Habakkuk; 
Zephaniah; Haggai; Zachariah; Ma- 
lachi.—Here follow the books apocry- 
phal, which are not received of the He- 
brews; but we read them (as saith St. Je- 
rome, in his Prologue to the Proverbs) 
for the instruction of the people, not to 
confirm the authority of the doctrine of 
the church, namely, Esdras ; Tobit; Ju- 
dith; Wisdom; Ecclesiasticus; Baruch, 
with the Epistle of Jeremiah; Esther, 
from the tenth chapter to the end ; the 
Song of the Three Children in the Fur- 
nice ; the History of Susanna ; the His- 
tory of the Dragon; 1 Maccabees; 2 
Maccabees.—Here follow the books of 
the New Testament: the Gospel ac- 
cording to St. Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
John; the Acts of the Apostles; the 
Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans; 
1 Corinthians; 2 Corinthians; Gala- 
tians ; Ephesians ; Philippians ; Colos- 
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sians; 1 Thessalonians; 2 Thessalo- 
nians; 1 Timothy ; 2 Timothy; Titus; 
Philemon ; the Epistle to the Hebrews ; 
the Epistle of St. James; the First 
Epistle of St. Peter; the Second Epis- 
tle of St. Peter; the First Epistle of 
St. John; the Second Epistle of St. 
John; the Third Epistle of St. John; 
the Epistle of St. Jude; the Revelation 
of St. John. 

* ArticLe IV.—The books above 
said teach this, that there is one God, 
almighty, all-wise, and all-good, who 
has made all things by his goodness : 
for he formed Adam in his own image 
and likeness, but that, by the envy of 
the devil, and the disobedience of the 
said Adam, sin has entered into the 
world, and that we are sinners in Adam 
and by Adam. 

“ AaticLE V.—That Christ was 
promised to our fathers who received 
the law, that so knowing by the law 
their sin, unrighteousness, and insuffi- 
ciency, they might desire the coming of 
Christ, to satisfy for their sins, and ac- 
complish the law by himself. 

 Articpe VI.—That Christ was 
born in the time appeinted by God the 
Father. ‘That is to say, in the time 
when all iniquity abounded, and not 
for the cause of good works; for all 
were sinners: but that he might show 
us grace and mercy, as being faithful. 

“ AgticLe VII.—That Christ is our 
life, truth, peace, and righteousness ; 
also our pastor, advocate, sacrifice, and 
priest, who died for the salvation of all 
those that believe, and is risen for our 
justification. 

“ ArticLe VIII.—In like manner, 
we firmly hold, that there is no other 
mediator and advocate with God the 
Father, save only Jesus Christ. And 
as for the Virgin Mary, that she was 
holy, humble, and full of grace; and in 
like manner do we believe concerning 
all the other saints, namely, that, being 
in heaven, they wait for the resurrec- 
tion of their bodies at the day of judg- 
ment. 

“ ArticLe IX.—Item, we believe 
that, after this life, there are only two 
places; the one for the saved, the other 
for the damned; the which two places 
we call paradise and hell, absolutely 
denying that purgatory invented by 
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antichrist, and forged contrary to the 
truth. 

“ ArticLE X.—Item, we have al- 
ways accounted, as an unspeakable 
abomination before God, all those in- 
ventions of men, namely, the feasts and 
the vigils of saints, the water which 
they call holy; as likewise to abstain 
from flesh upon certain days, and the 
like; but especially their masses. 

“ ArrciLE XI.—We esteem for an 
abomination, and as antichristian, all 
those human inventions which are a 
trouble or prejudice to the liberty of 
the spirit. 

“ Articte XII.—We do believe 
that the sacraments are signs of the 
holy thing, or visible forms of the invi- 
sible grace, accounting it good that the 
faithful sometimes use the said signs or 
visible forms, if it may be done. How- 


ever, we believe and hold, that the’ 


above said faithful may be saved with- 
out receiving the signs aforesaid, in 
case they have no place nor any means 
to use them. 

“ ArticLe XIII.—We acknowledge 
no other sacrament but Baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper. 

“ ArricLe XI1V.—We ought to ho- 
nour the secular powers by submission, 
ready obedience, and paying of tri 
butes.” 

Since the date of this simple and ve- 
nerable exposition of faith, the evange- 
lical churches of the Piedmontese Val- 
leys have issued other documents, in 
reply to the accusations of their ene- 
mies, and for the edification of their 
own members. The chief of these is 
the confession of 1655; a translation 
of which, from a manuscript at Cam- 
bridge, may be found in Mr. Gilly’s 
* Excursion.” ‘This confession con- 
sists of thirty-three articles; to which 
is added a peroration, in which the 
compilers remark, that, 

‘“‘For a more ample declaration of 
our faith, we do here reiterate the same 
protestation which we caused to be 
printed in 1603 ; that is to say, that we 
do agree in sound doctrine with all the 
reformed chu:ches of France, Great- 
Britain, the Low Countries, Germany, 
Switzerland, Bohemia, Poland, Hun- 
gary, and others, as it is represented by 
them in their confessions; as also we 
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receive the confession of Augsbourg, 
and as it was published by the authors, 
promising to persevere constantly there- 
in, with the help of God, both in life 
and death, and being ready to subscribe 
to that eternal truth of God with our 
own blood, even as uur ancestors have 
done from the days of the apostles, and 
especially in these latter ages.” 

A stil} more modern exposition of 
faith has been found by Mr. Sims 
among the manuscripts of M. Peyrani, 
the late moderator of the Waldensian 
ehurch. It is signed by the modera- 
tor, “with the consent of all his bre- 
thren,” under the recent date of Fe- 
bruary 20, 1819. At first sight, it 
seems to be merely a republication of 
the declaration of 1655; but, upon fur- 
ther inspection, it appears that the mo- 
dern pastors have made a few altera- 
tions, some of which deserve notice.— 
They have also reduced the number of 
articles.to thirty-two, by the omission 
of the twenty-seventh of the confession 
of 1655; which is as follows :—* That 
all men ought to join that church— 
{namely, ‘the company of the faithful 
elected and called,’ as described in the 
twenty-fifth 9 to continue 
in the communion thereof.” The rea- 
sons for omitting this article it is unne- 
cessary to conjecture; the fear of giv- 
ing offence, by an apparently exclusive 
or proselyting spirit, may sufficiently 
account for it, without supposing that 
the writers were themselves indifferent 
to the distinction between a true and a 
false church. This confession is, on 
various accounts, well worth examina- 
tion. A few of the chief differences be- 
tween this document and the declara- 
tion of 1655, will be pointed out: the 
merely verbal ones are not ascertain- 
able, for want of the original Latin do- 
cument of 1655. For the convenience 
of the general reader, both declarations 
are given in English. The articles of 
1819, were drawn up expressly in re- 

ly to some charges urged against the 
aldenses in some of the London 
Journals. 


Confession of Faith of the Walden- 
sian Pastors residing in Piedmont, 
dated February 20, 1819. 


I. We believe (with respect to nu- 
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merical unity) that God is one; and b 
this word we understand a spiritual, 
eternal, boundless, infinitely wise, mer- 
ciful, and just—in one word, a most 
perfect Being ; and that, in that simple 
essence, there are three Persons, or 
Hypostases, namely, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

II. We believe that the same God 
has manifested himself to men by his 
works, both of creation and providence ; 
and by his word, revealed in the begin- 
ning “ in divers manners,” written and 
contained in books, which are called 
the Holy Scripture. 

III. We believe that the Holy Scrip- 
ture should be received (and we do re- 
ceive it) as divine and canonical; that 
is to say, as the rule of our faith and 
conduct; that it is contained in the 
books of the Old and New Testament ; 
that in the Old Testament are con- 
tained only those books which God in- 
trusted to the Jewish church, and which 
that church always approved, and ac- 
knowledged as of divine authority ; 
namely, five books of Moses, Joshua, 
Judges, Ruth, the first and second of 
Samuel, the first and second of Kings, 
the first and second of Chronicles, the 
first of Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Job, 
the Psalms, the Proverbs of Solomon, 
Ecclesiastes, the Song of Solomon, four 
greater and twelve lesser Prophets; 
and, in the New Testament, four Gos- 
pels, the Acts of the Apostles, the 
Epistles of St. Paul, one to the Romans, 
two to the Corinthians, one to the Ga- 
latians, one to the Ephesians, one to 
the Philippians, one to the Colossians, 
two to the Thessalonians, the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, one of St. James, two 
of Peter, three of John, one of Jude, 
and, lastly, the Revelation. 

IV. We acknowledge the divine au| 
thority of these books, not merely on 
the testimony of the church, but more 
especially on account of the eternal 
and unquestionable truth of the doc- 
trine contained in them; the excellence, 
sublimity, and divine majesty which 
shine throughout; and by the opera~ 
tion of the Holy Spirit.* 





* The confession of 1655 adds, “ who gives 
usto receive with reverence the testimony of 
the church in that point, and opens the eyes of 
ott understanding to discover the beams of thet 











208 Ancient and Modern Waldensian Confessions. 


V. We believe that God made all 
things out of nothing, of his own per- 
fectly free will, and by the infinite 
power of his word. 

V1. We believe that he undertakes 
the care of all things by his provi- 
dence, and that he is neither the au- 
thor nor the cause of the evil which 
men practise; “for God cannot be 
tempted with evil, neither tempteth he 
any man.” 

VII. We believe that the angels were 
created pure and holy; that some of 
them have fallen into an irreparable 
state of corruption and perdition; but 
that others have persevered in holiness, 
through the divine goodness, which 
confirmed them. 

VIII. We believe that man, who was 
ereated pure and holy, deprived him- 
self, through his own fault, of the hap- 

iness allied to purity and holiness, by 
istening to the tempter, that is, the 
devil. 

IX. That man, by his transgression, 
lost the righteousness and holiness 
which he had received, and incurred, 
with the wrath of God, death, and cap- 
tivity under the dominion of him who 
“hath the power of death;” so that 
our free will is in a fallen condition, 
and we are become the “ children of 
wrath,” “dead in sins;” and are not 
able of ourselves, and without grace, to 
cherish a good thought.* 

X. That all the descendants of Adam 
are guilty of his disobedience, in- 
fected with corruption, and have fal- 
len into the same calamity; whence 
that infection proceeds, to which the 
fathers have given the name of original 
sin.t 

XI. That from that corruption and 
condemnation, God delivers men whom 





eelestial light which shines in the Scripture, 
and prepares our taste to discern the divine fa- 
your of that spiritual food.” 

* The corresponding article of 1655 is fuller 
and stronger: it says, “in so'much that our 
free will is beeome a servant and a slave to sin: 
and thus all men, both Jews and Gentiles, are 
by nature the children of wrath, being all dead 
in their trespasses and sins, and consequently 
incepeble of the least good motion, or inclina- 
tion to any moran, ogy pty — salva- 
tion; yea, ineapable to think one good thought 
‘without God’s special grace, all their imagina- 
tions being wholly evil, and that continually.” 
Mt. article of 1655 adds, “ even the very 

nts from their mothers’ womb.” 
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he has chosen throngh his mercy in his 
Son Jesus Christ.* 

XII. We believe that Jesus Christ 
was ordained by God, by an eternal 
decree, as the only Saviour and Leader 
of his body, that is, of the church ; that 
he redeemed it by his blood in the ful- 
ness of time; and presents to it all be- 
nefits by the Gospel. 

XIII We believe that there are two 
natures in Christ, the divine and the 
human, truly in one sole person; nei- 
ther confounded, nor divided, nor se- 
parated, nor changed ; each nature pre. 
serving distinct properties; and that Je- 
sus Christ is very God and very man. 

XIV. That “God so loved the 
world,” that he gave his Son to save 
us by his most perfect obedience—es- 
pecially that which he displayed by 
enduring the death of the cross; and 
by the conquests he achieved over the 
devil, sin, and death. 

XV. That Jesus Christ effected the 
complete expiation of our sins by his 
most perfect sacrifice once made upon 
the cross; and that, therefore, a repe- 
tition of that sacrifice, neither can nor 
ought to be made. 

XVI. That the Lord Jesus, when he 
had reconciled us to God by his blood, 
became our Leader; and that we are 
not absolved and justified by our own 
works, but by his merit.§ 

XVII. That we have fellowship with 
Christ, and participate in his benefits, 
by faith, which strives to obtain the 
promises of life which are offered to us 
in the Gospel. 

XVIII. That this faith proceeds from 
the gratuitous operation of the Holy 
Spirit, who illuminates our souls, and 





* The article of 1655 says—‘ That God 
saves from that corruption and condemnstion 
those whom he has chosen from the foundation 
of the world, not for any disposition, faith, or 
holiness that he foresaw in them, but of his 
mere mercy in Jesus Christ his Son; passing 
by all the rest, according to the irreprehensi- 
ble reason of his free will and justice.” 

¢ The corresponding article of 1655 had, in 
the true spirit of party controversy, qualified 
the scriptural expression, “the worid,” by 
adding, ** that is to say, those whom he has 
chosen out of the world.” 

+ The older confession adds, “as they pre- 
tend to do in the mass.” 

§ That of 1655 adds, “neither is there 
any other purgatory besides his blood, which 
cleanses us from all sin.” 
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induces them to place all their hopes 
in the divine mercy; that we may im- 
pute to ourselves the merits of Christ; 
and that we may most firmly believe, 
that without him we cannot be saved. 

XIX. We believe that Jesus Christ 
is our Mediator, not only for the pur- 
pose of redemption, but for that of in- 
tercession also; and that, through his 
merits and mediation, we may have ac- 
cess to the Father, to call upon him with 
confidence, that we shall be heard.* 

XX. We believe, that since God 
promises us regeneration in Jesus 
Christ, we, who are united to him by 
a lively faith, ought strenuously to per- 
form? good works. 

XXI. We believe good works to be 
so necessary to believers, that they can- 
not attain to the kingdom of heaven 
without such good works, which God 
(it is most certain) “ hath foreordained 
that we should walk in them ;” and, in 
like manner. that we should shun every 
vice, and cultivate all the virtues that 
Christ hath taught us.¢ 

XXII. We believe, that although 
our works cannot, in the strict sense of 
the word, merit, yet, that the Lord 
will reward them with eternal life ;§ 
his promises being unchangeably con- 
Stant. 

XXIII. We believe that we ought 
to regard those who have attained to 
eternal life, as the reward of faith and 
good works, as worthy of praise and 
imitation; but that they ought not to 
be adored nor invoked by us, since to 
God alone should prayer be offered 
through Jesus Christ. 

(* Let us not adopt the worship of 
the dead as our religion, since, if they 
lived a devout life, they are not to be 
deemed such as seek those honours, 
but such as desire that we should wor- 
ship him, by whose illumination they 
rejoice that we are partakers of their 





* That of 1655 adds, ‘it being needless to 
have recourse to any other intercessor besides 
himselt.” 

¢ That of 1655 hus, ina parenthesis, “ and 
do really perform.” 

+ That of 1655 says, “making use of fast- 
ing, and all other means which may conduce 
to so holy a thing.” 

§ That of 1655 adds, “ through the merci- 
ful continuation of his grace,” and it has no 
such qualifying expression as, “in the strict 
sense of the word.” 
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merit. They should be honoured, 
therefore, as objects of imitation, but 
not adored as objects of religious wor- 
ship.”—Augustine.*) 

XXIV. We believe that God gathers 
together? a church in the: world for the 
salvation of men; and that this church 
has one Leader and Foundation, name- 
ly, Jesus Christ. 

XXV. That this church consists in 
the union of believef$,; who, “ chosen 
of God before the foundation of the 
world,” and “called with an holy 
calling,” are united to follow God’s 
word, and cherish a salutary religi- 
ous fear, namely, such as is produc- 
tive of holiness, and a reformation of 
manners.t 

XXVI. That this church cannot be 
destroyed, but is necessarily a per- 
petual church.§ 

XXVII. That in the church God not 
only teaches us by his word, but has 
moreover instituted sacraments, as 
means whereby we might be united to 
Christ, and might participate in the be- 
nefits which he has obtained for us. 
We believe, that under the New Tes- 
tament dispensation, there are only two 
sacraments common to all the mem- 
bers of the church; namely, Baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper. 

XXVIII. We believe that God in- 
stituted the sacrament of Baptism for a 
testimony of our adoption, and that we 
might be washed from our sins in the 
blood of Christ, and renewed unto ho- 
liness of life. 

XXIX. That he instituted the sa- 
crament of the Lord’s Supper, in or- 
der to nourish our souls; that when, 
with a true and lively faith, (through 
the incomprehensible power of the 
Holy Spirit} we eat the flesh, and drink 
the blood of Christ, and are one with 
him, we may have spiritual and eter- 
nal life. 

XXX. We believe it to be neces- 


* The pass«ge from Augustine is not in the 
articles of 1655, 

¢ The older tormulary ssys, “ hath chosen.” 

+ That of 1655 suys simply, “ living in bis 
fear.” 

§ The old document adds, “ and that all the 
elect are upheld and preserved by the power of 
God, in such sort that they «ll persevere in the 
faith unto the end, and remain united in the 
holy ehurch, as so many living members fheres 
of?” 


27 








210 Ancient and Modern Waldensian Confessions. 


sary, that the church should have 
learned pastors of blameless life, (bi- 
shops, priests, and deacons, as was 
usual in the primitive church,) to 
preach the word of God, to administer 
the sacraments, and to watch over the 
flock of Christ according to rules of 


‘good and holy discipline, after the ex- 


ample of the primitive church.* 
XXXI. We believe that God has 
appointed kings, princes, and magis- 
trates, for the protection of the people ; 
and that we should obey them, (agree- 
ably to this precept, “ Let every soul 
be subject to the higher powers, for 
there is no power but of God, &c.— 
Wherefore ye must needs be subject, 
not only for wrath, but also for con- 
science’ sake,”) in all things that agree 
with the word of God, whois “ King 
of kings, and Lord of lords.” 
XXXII. Lastly, we declare that we 
receive the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s 
Prayer, and the ‘Ten Commandments, 
as rules of faith and conduct; from 
which we believe that we should not 


. recede, even in the least degree. 


Such is the confession of our faith, 
which we, the Waldensian pastors re- 
siding in Piedmont, oppose to the ca- 
lumnies published against us,and print- 
ed in the J.ondon journals; and this 
our professed faith we have not receiv- 
ed from Waldo of Lyons, nor from Lu- 
ther, nor from Calvin, but we have in- 
heritéed it from the earliest times, from 
our forefathers, who had received it in 
like manner from their remote ances- 
tors; as is evident from various con- 
fessions presented to our princes, the 
dukes of Savoy, and princes of Pied- 
mont; and from a work of the most 
reverend James Usher, formerly arch- 
bishop of Armagh, and primate of all 
Ireland, which contains an historical 
explanation of the important question 
respecting the continued succession and 
condition of Christian churches, espe- 
cially those in the west, {rom the time 
of the apostles to the seventeenth cen- 
tury. 

In this faith we desire to live; and 
we desire still to persevere in it to the 





* The confession of 1655 gives some extracts 
from the formularies of the Vaudois church, 
in proof of their belief on this subject. It has 
not the word dishops. 
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end; and to be ready to evince our at- 
tachment to it, even, if required on 
that account, to endure torture and tor- 
ments, the loss of our possessions, and 
death at the stake. 

Moreover, we declare that we cheer- 
fully accede to the sound doctrine 
taught in the reformed churches of Eng- 
land, the Netherlands, Germany, Prus- 
sia, Switzerland, Poland, Hungary, &c.; 
and we humbly entreat all those 
churches, and others settled in Ameri- 
ca, to regard our’s, though few and 
destitute, as members of the mystical 
body of Christ. 

With regard to the style of this com- 
position, which is not in every instance 
distinguished for classical purity, it is 
the less necessary to offer an apology 
on this score to our readers, since even 
Cicero allows, that “ whatever is per- 
spicuously expressed on a useful or im- 
portant subject, should be considered 
as well expressed ; to lavish embellish- 
ments on subjects of that nature, being 
in fact a puerile attempt, since it is 
quite sufficient for a learned and intel- 
ligent man to state them in a clear and 
perspicuous manner.” 


JOHN RODOLPHE PEYRAN, 


Pastor of the Church of Pomaret, 
and Moderator of the Waldensian 
Churches, (with the consent of all 
his brethren.) 


It would be beyond the limits and 
design of the present paper, to detail 
the various reflections which must oc- 
cur to every thoughtful mind, on the 
perusal of the above-cited documents. 
The pious Protestant cannot but feel 
deeply grateful to the great Head of the 
Church, for having, in the darkest ages 
of popery, raised up and maintained a 
Christian communion, whose articles 
are in the main so strongly marked by 
the great outlines of scriptural truth. 
The member of the church of England, 
in particular, will rejoice to find in the 
articles of this sister church—a church 
cemented by the blood of innumerable 
martyrs for the cause of Christ—a con- 
fession resembling, in many importaat 
respects, tlfe articles of his own revered 
communion ; though, upon careful com- 
parison, he will be disposed to give a 
very decided preference for his own, ag 
more full, and less marked. by the pe 
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culiarities of human system. Alas! 
that with the Scriptures in our hands, 
and professedly adopted as the rule of 
our faith and practice, any such formu- 
laries should be necessary; yet, neces- 
sary they are, and will be, as long as 
men are found to corrupt the truth for 
secular and selfish purposes. The 
minor discrepancies in these documents 
in the churches of Protestant Christen- 
dom, are triumphantly quoted by the 
Roman Catholic to disparage our ec- 
clesiastical reformation, and, by the in- 
fidel, to wound Christianity itself; but, 
amidst many differences, there is also 
much in common, and that which is in 
common bappily includes, in almost 
every instance, whatever is most essen- 
tial to purity of faith, and to the ad- 
vancement of a holy and devoted life. 
PASTOR. 





From the Christian Observer for June, 1826. 
On the improper Application of the 
Texts of Scripture. 

Ir is undoubtedly the duty of every 
Christian, in reading the Scriptures, 
“which were written for our learuing,” 
to endeavour to derive from them the 
instruction which they were intended 
to convey, by no means excluding the 
historical, parabolical, and other parts, 
the practical use of which is not always 
so immediately evident, as that of the 
more directly doctrinal or horatory 
passages. But, at the same time, we 
should beware of allegorizing the nar- 
ratives of the Bible, or of eliciting from 
circumstances which were only intend- 
ed to complete the description, (as is 
frequently the case in the parables,) a 
meaning which, however in itself use- 
{ul or instructive, they do not legiti- 
mately afford. It is with some sur- 
prise that I observe, even in such works 
as Cruden’s Concordance, and Guode’s 
Essays upon the Names and Titles of 


Christ, (vol. iii. p. 95) the futted calf 


mentioned as one of those titles, with 
a reference to Luke xv. 23: Thy 
brother is come, and thy father hath 
killed the fatted calf, because he hath 
received him safe and sound.” I can- 
not see any one single circumstance in 
the passage to justify the application of 
this title to the Redeeemer: the cir- 
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cumstance seems to have been added, 
merely to represent the festive joy 
which followed the return of the pro- 
digal to his father’s house. Mr. ‘ ioode 
considers it as a feast and a sacrifice; 
but I think he confounds the sacrifice 
of joy, and the sacrifice of propitiation. 
He writes—“ Bring forth the fatted 
calf, says the Eternal Father, and kill 
it; or, in prophetic language more ex- 
pressive and significant, ‘ Awake, OQ 
sword, against my Shepherd, against 
the man that is my fellow, saith the 
Lord Almighty.’ ”—“ The fatted calf,” 
he adds, “is indeed represented as 
slain when the prodigal returned; 
whereas this sacrifice is already finish- 
ed, never more to be repeated. But 
even in this we may be led to admire 
the fulness and all-sufficiency of the 
Redeemer’s sacrifice, and the unchange- 
ablenes of its virtue. As he is said to 
be crucified again by the rejecting of 
him, so he is set forth as crucified afresh 
to every returning sinner, and again ex- 
hibited in all his dying love to the eye.” 
Mr. Goode here evades the objection ; 
and, like Samson from his antagonist, 
obtains “sweetness from the strong, 
and meat from the eater.” 

There are various other passages of 
the Bible which might be mentioned 
with the same view; one of which is 
an expression used by Solomon, when, 
in his prayer at the dedication of the 
temple, he beseeches God to “ hear in 
heaven what prayer and supplication 
soever be made by any man, or by all 
his people Israel, which should know 
every man fhe plague of his own heart,” 
(1 Kings viii. 33.) This phrase is a 
well-known Hebraism, and corresponds 
in meaning with the words in 2 Chron. 
vi. 29, “his own sore and his own 
grief.” “ The former petitions,” (says 
Mr. Scott, in his Commentary, very 
justly) “ particularly respected public 
judgwents and distresses : but this pas- 
sage related to private afflictions and 
trials, and whatever should fill the 
heart and conscience of any individual 
with anguish and dismay.”—* This 
interpretation,” Mr. Scott proce:ds, 
“doubtless includes, though it is not 
confined to, that meaning which is very 
frequently given to the expression, ‘ the 
plague of his own heart;’ namely, the 
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prevalence of indwelling sin, which, as 
a plague, or pestilential disease, is the 
grief and sore of every true believer.” 
A marginal note, in Charnock’s excel- 
lent discourse on Providence, also re- 
marks, “ Sin is called the plague of the 
heart,” (1 Kings viii. 38.) Now, I do 
not see how the expression, as it stands 
in the prayer of Solomon, in close con- 
nexion with thegpreceding verse, “ If 
there be in the land famine, pestilence, 
blasting, mildew, locust ; if their enemy 
besiege them in the land of their cities ; 
whatsoever plague, whatsoever sick- 
ness there be,” can be interpreted to refer 
to indwelling sin. This interpretation 
seems to have arisen from the use of the 
word »lague. Had the Hebrew word 
been translated sorrow, affliction, or 
distress, the idea would not perhaps 
have occurred. The expression in Prov. 
xiv. 10, is exactly parallel. The 
heart knoweth its own bitterness ; and 
a stranger doth not intermeddle with 
its joy; and though it might with 
truth be applied to indwelling sin and 
Spiritual joy, yet 1 think it is evident, 
that, as in his prayer at the dedication, 
Solomon here refers to individual and 
temporal sorrows. 

I would not object to every quota- 
tion of a text except in its strict and li- 
teral sense. Passages of the Old Tes- 
tament are frequently cited by accom- 
modation in the New; and much va- 
luable instruction may often be derived 
from the practical application of an 
historical passage. But when the in- 
terpretation is unauthorized by the ori- 
ginal, and is incongruous with the con- 
text, such an application of Scripture, 
besides being improper in itself, tends 
to injure the cause which it is intended 
to strengthen, and excites prejudice in 
the minds of those who are but too 





ready to imbibe it. N.LN. 
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From the Christian Mirror. 


On the Practice of Criticising Reli- 
gious Services. 

Criticism, when confined to mode- 
rate limits, may be useful; but, beyond 
these bounds, it is pernicious. There 
is no work of man, however perfect, in 
which even bungling observers may not 
find defects. No sermon can be so ac- 
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curately composed, or be so imbued 
with the spirit of the Gospel, as not to 
afford either substantial or plausible 
ground for severe criticism. Mere 
dunces can criticise ; and, because they 
can criticise, they think they can write. 
They acquire a knack at criticising, (I 
will not call it by a more dignified 
name) and they love to indulge their 
skill, and they feel a sweet complacency 
in sitting in the critic’s chair, and ex- 
posing the defects of the work of some 
master of eloquence. 

I fear this business is carried to an 
extreme in a preparation for the sacred 
office ; and in the means employed for 
improvement in the ministry. 

Men will never be eloquent as long 
as they think of criticism, and rhetori- 
cian’s rules. Rhetoricians make men 
eloquent! Criticism make men elo- 
quent! The speakers whom I have 
seen catch every eye of their audience, 
and excite one feeling in every heart, 
have been men who would laugh at 
criticism, and who would trample 
Quinctillian’s rules under their feet. 

In mere declamation, no word must 
be out of place; no motion must be 
awkward, or contrary to the rules of 
rhetoricians; but where an object is to 
be gained; where an orator speaks on 
atopic of the deepest moment to his 
audience, and of the deepest interest, 
therefore, to himself, I wish to see him 
so absorbed by his subject, as that he 
cannot think of criticism and rhetorical 
rules. Then he will be eloquent as far 
as his intellectual powers will allow 
him; you may call his gestures un- 
couth; his illustrations homely; and 
his language coarse and often ungram- 
matical: but the effect on your own 
mind will tell others he is eloquent; 
the general aspect of the audience will 
declare that he is eloquent. 

There must be warmth; there must 
be boldness; there must be entire ease 
and indifference about all criticism, or 
we shall never have genuine eloquence 
in the pulpit. Let us have none of this 
fastidious criticism, then. 

A sermon is well written, the lan- 
guage is fine, the thoughts are correct; 
they are even original; the method is 
clear, and important truth is exhibited, 
and it is delivered in an audible voice, 
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and in words correctly pronounced. 
What then? The hearers, or those 
who should be hearers, are slumbering. 
I doubt not, [ could Jull many a person 
asleep in a congregation, even by read- 
ing the noble, heart-stirring addresses 
of Saurin or Massillon. 

Does a man declare evangelical truth 
clearly? Does he utter it earnestly ? 
Does he proclaim and apply it with 
feelings corresponding to his nature? 
If he does, he is eloguent. 1° he aims 
directly at this, he takes the turnpike 
road to eloquence. You may fill a 
speaker’s head with all the precepts of 
Cicero and Quinctillian, Campbell and 
Blair ; and if his heart is cold, he will 
never move an audience. You may 
rake over the coals on a hearth, and 
transpose the fuel all day, but if there 
are no sparks of fire, you will raise no 
flame. 

We cannot urge too much the i n- 
portance of ministers being eloquent : 
but, the more we criticise, the more we 
multiply rules, the farther we shall be 
fiom true eloquence. Our ministers, 
especially our young ministers, must 
not dread the keenness of criticism; 
they had better not know what nice 
criticism is. A sincere desire to win 
souls will most effectually make them 
eloquent. When they have a thorough, 
systematic, scriptural view of divine 
truth; when they have carefully ob- 
served the manner in which men are 
moved by preaching; when they have 
made themselves acquainted with man- 
kind, and have conversed with them 
much on religious subjects; and when 
they have an anxious, deep-felt con- 
cern for their salvation—then they will 
be eloquent. M.N. 
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First Annual Report of the Theologi- 
cal Scholarship Society of St. Tho- 
mas’s Church, New-York, attached 
to the General Theological Semi- 
nary of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States. 

Ar the annual meeting of the Theo- 
logical Scholarship Society of St. Tho- 
mas’s Church, New-York, held at the 
church on Tuesday afternoon, 5th, of 
June, 1827, the following report being 
Submitted, was unanimously accepted, 


and, together with the constitution, or- 
dered to be printed. And, immediately 
thereafter, an election being held, the 
following gentlemen were chosen to 
constitute a board of direction :— 

The Rev. Cornelius R. Duffie, ex 
officio, president ; John Pintard, John 
Slidell, and J. Florentius Cox, vice- 
presidents ; Robert Gracie, secretary ; 
John Rogers, treasurer. 

Managers.—Beverly Robinson, Wil- 
liam H. Jephson, Henry Hone, C. N. 
S. Rowland, William C. Rhinelander, 
Hl Baylies, M.D., Isaac C. Kendall, 
Benjamin M*‘Vickar, M. D., Robert 
Gill, V. R. Ten Broeck, M. D., Elea- 
zar Parmly, John M. Forbes, J. W. 
Kearney,Robert C. Ludlow, and Henry 
Ogden. 

Report. 

The object of this society, though 
generally understood, may, perhaps, 
still require to be explained. It is to 
raise such a sum of money, as that the 
interest thereof will entitle this church 
and congregation to have always one 
student mainiained, during the prose- 
cution of his studies, at the General 
Theological Seminary of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, established under 
the authority of the General Conven- 
tion, and now permanently located in 
this city. 

The amount proposed to be raised 
for this purpose, is $2,500, which, 
when placed in the hands of the trea- 
surer of the seminary, will constitute 
“ The Scholarship of St. Thomas’s 
Church, in the city of New-York? 

The trustees of the seminary will 
thenceforward be pledged to pay over 
to such scholar as shall be designated 
by the rector, wardens, and vestrymen 
of this church, the annual income of the 
above fund, or otherwise to apply it for 
his use and benefit, agreeably to the 
rules of the seminary. The instruc- 
tion itself being in all cases gratuitous, 
this provision for the support of the 
student admits him to all the advant- 
ages of the institution free of charge. 

No one can doubt how important 
such an arrangement is, in order to re- 
move the difficulties which often lie in 
the way of pious young men, anxious 
to avail themselves of the great oppor- 
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tunities of instruction thus freely ex- 
tended, but without the means of de- 
fraying their intermediate expenses.— 
This objection being obviated, and the 
way being opened for an unembar- 
rassed pursuit of theological know- 
ledge, we may confidently anticipate, 
for our church, a long succession of 
well educated young men, reared on 
this foundation, entering upen their mi- 
nistry under circumstances calculated 
to reflect honour upon themselves, and 
usefulness upon her cause; and who, 
going forth under her auspices, bearing 
the good seed of the Gospel, shall ex- 
tend still more widely those spiritual 
blessings, which it is our privilege to 
enjoy. 

This is the object intended to be ef- 
fected by the society, whose first year 
has now terminated; and it ought to 
be deemed highly creditable to the 
zeal of a congregation so newly organ- 
ized, and subject necessarily to large 
expenses, not only that they have had 
the enterprise to make a beginning of 
so good a work, but also that much has 
been done to ensure its accomplish- 
meat. 

The report of the treasurer shows 
that there are twenty-one life sub- 
scribers, whose subscriptions amount 
to $525, the rector having been con- 
stituted one by the contributions of se- 
veral ladies of the congregation—g 23 
have been received in donations—and 
there is also a list of thirty-six annual 
members, whose subscriptions amount 
to $103. From these sources, together 
with the accumulation of interest, there 
is now in the treasury, after deducting 
some expenses of printing, &c. the sum 
of $656 76 cents. 

All sums received are regularly and 
safely invested, and the interest will 
continue to be added to the principal, 
antil the contemplated amuunt is raised. 

To this report the board annexed a 
list of those who have become life 
members, and also of the annual sub- 
scribers; and while, in behalf of the 
society, they respectfully solicit the ad- 
dition of the names of all such as are 
favourable to the object in view, they 
commend its interests to the care of 
Him whose cause it is intended to ad- 
vance. 


Constitution of St. Thomas’s Church Scholarship Society. 
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Constitution. 

The object of this association is to 
contribute to the more extensive use- 
fulness of the General Theological Se- 
minary of the Protestant Ep’scopal 
Church, established in the city of New- 
York, by founding a scholarship in 
that institution. 

Articie I. The name of this so- 
ciety shall be, “ The Theological Scha- 
larship Suciety of St.Thomas’s Church, 
New-York.” 


ArticLte II. The officers of this? 


society shall be a president, three vice- 
presidents, fiiteen managers, a secre- 
tary, and a treasurer. 

Artictr III. The rector of St. 
Thomas’s church shall be, ea officio, 
president. All other officers of the so- 
ciety shall be elected, by ballot, at each 
annual meeting. They shall remain in 
office until others are appointed in their 
places, and any five members shall bea 
quorum for the transaction of business. 

Arricte LV, The annual payment 
of not less than one dollar shall consti- 
tute a member. The payment of twen- 
ty-five dollars shall constitute a mem- 
ber for life. 

Articte V. The sums collected 
shall be invested by the treasurer, with 
the advice of the vice-presidents ; and, 
as soon as the same, together with the 
accumulation of interest thereon, shall 
amount to twenty-five hundred dollars, 
the whole shall be paid to the treasurer 
of the General Theological Seminary 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States, to form a scholars 
ship, to be called “ The Scholarship of 
St. Thomas’s Church, in the city of 
New-York.” 

ArrticLe VI. The sum of twenty- 
five hundred dollars having been raised, 
and the scholarship instituted, the ob- 
ject of this association shall be con- 

\ sidered as accomplished ; and the pre- 
sentation of a candidate on this founda- 
tion shall thereafter be with the rector, 
wardens, and vestrymen of St. Tho- 
mas’s church: Provided, that if such 
presentation be at any time omitted for 
the space of six months, it may be made 
by the proper authority of the General 
Theological Seminary, the right revert- 
ing, as herein intended, as often as @ 
vacancy may occur. 
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ArticLe VIII. The annual meet- 
ings of the society shall be held on the 
first Tuesday of June in each year. No 
alteration of this constitution shail be 
made but by the consent of two-thirds 
of the members present, at an annual 
or other general meeting of the society 
duly called. 








From the London Morning Chronicle of May 1, 1827. 
London University. 


® Tue foundation stone of the London 
University was yesterday laid. The 
day was delightful, and the ceremony 
drew an immense erowd to the spot. 
This event will, in all probability, 
have a powerful influence on the des- 
tinies of this country—we may say of 
the world. If, from the position, the 
activity, and power, and resources of 
England, every change, which mate- 
rially affects her condition, is felt in the 
most distant parts of the globe, with 
equal truth it may be said, that the rest 
of England must always sympathize 
greatly with every change in London, 
which may be described as being to 
the nation what the heart is to the 
body. Mr. Brougham, in his admirable 
speech at the dinner, very appropriately 
introduced the mention of the origin of 
the project, with a tribute to the city of 
London, “ the cradle of civil and reli- 
gious liberty in this country—of liber- 
ty, which had been nurtured and wa- 
tered by the precious blood of its 
noblest citizens.” ‘To London, Eng- 
land owes almost all that distinguishes 
her—its noble river, and happy situa- 
tion, drew together, at an early period, 
a large population, not dependent, like 
the population of most other capitals, 
almost exclusively on the presence of a 
court and state functionaries, but exist- 
ing by industry and commercial enter- 
prize. Man is strong only by union, 
and the confidence which is the parent 
of civil liberty can only exist in perfec- 
tion in great cities. Other countries 
had their Magna Chartas, and their 
contests between their kings and their 
feudal barons; and without London, 
Engtand would probably, at this day, 
have been like other feudal countries. 
But London may be said to have ba- 
lanced the rest of the kingdom, and to 
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have counteracted the feudal and aristo+ 
cratical spirit which would otherwise 
have prostrated the nation. We do not 
merely allude to the support which li- 
berty found in her powerful corpora- 
tion, but to the incalculable benefit 
which liberty has derived from the ex- 
istence which this great city has been 
able to give to able and intrepid writers, 
who, depending on a circulation suffi- 
ciently large for the supply of their 
wants, were able to set the little tyrants 
of the country at defiance. An inde- 
pendent press can only flourish in po- 
pulous places. Long all the independ- 
ent pubiications of the country were 
confined to London. Other towns have 
arisen of late years sufficiently large to 
benefit by the example set by London; 
but it will be found, that in all other 
parts of England, the press and public 
opinion are in a miserabie state of pros- 
tration, and the local writers in a state 
of degrading subserviency to the squire- 
archy. We may truly, therefore, be 
said to owe the spirit which character- 
izes England, to the protection afforded 
to independence by this immense me- 
tropolis, which independence has gra- 
dually penetrated the country, and re- 
strained and corrected, by the influence 
of epinion, one of the strongest and most 
powerful aristocracies in Europe. 

lf London, then, is of so much im- 
portance to England, every change in 
the character of its immense population 
must, for good or evil, have a prodigi- 
ous influence on the character of the 
nation generally. But, though the num- 
ber of publications of merit prove that 
London has always possessed many 
enlightened inhabitants, yet it is impos- 
sible to deny, that from the want of an 
institution for affording a generous edu- 
cation, difficulties almost insurmount- 
able have been thrown in the way of 
the acyuisition of liberal knowledge by 
the youth of the metropolis. When we 
consider how large is the proportion of 
the population of the metropolis, which 
must have been reared in it, we may 
be able to form some idea of the stimu- 
lus which will be given to the country, 
by the placing within the reach of the 
London youth such an institution as 
that of which the foundation was laid 
yesterday. We anticipate, therefore, 
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from this institution, incalculable be- 
nefit. We view it as an immense en- 
gine for the achievement of infinite 
good; and we think Mr. Brougham 
was, therefore, amply justified in de- 
claring, that “the fabric they had erect- 
ed, they all felt would be an eternal 
pillar, consistent with the best interests 
of mankind; and handing down their 
names, would recal the founders of the 
university to the gratitude of posterity.” 
The conquests of science are the noblest 
of all conquests; and we heartily agree 
with Mr. Brougham, in thinking that 
the passing events of the day are insig- 
nificant indeed, compared with the 
great work in which he was yesterday 
engaged. 

The laurels which Mr. Brougham 
will derive from his incessant efforts 
to diffuse instruction and intelligence 
among the people of England, will be 
fresh when those of the mere politician 
will have been long faded. 

Mr. Brougham took occasion to give 
an idea of the mode of communicating 
instruction which it was proposed to 
adopt. “ Instead of the lecturer giving 
a single lecture of an hour each day, 
it was proposed that each professor 
should lecture an hour each day, and 
that he should, during another hour, 
examine the pupils successively, to as- 
certain if they had comprehended the 
lecture, and if he had made himself un- 
derstood. A third hour was to be em- 
ployed, at least three days each week, 
if not six, in discussions, to which such 
pupils should have access as chose to 
push their studies, and they should at- 
tend the levees of the professors, who 
would have the power of dispensing the 
highest titles and honours which a so- 
vereign could confer on a subject—he 
meant the power of helping the pupils 
in their labours, and directing the 
higher studies of those who felt dis- 
posed to examine into the operations 
of nature. ‘The professors should, in 
these meetings, more fully explain to 
the ambitious students the prodigies of 
science, and encourage them, not only 
to learn whatever was already known, 
but they should put them in the pro- 
per path to become discoverers them- 
selves.” 

Mr. Brougham paid a happy com- 
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pliment to Cambridge, while deprecat- 
ing the foolish attempt which had been 
made to cause it to be supposed, that 
the establishment of a university in 
London was an act of hostility to the 
two existing universities. The Mar- 
quis of Lansdown, himself a student 
of Cambridge, alluded also with great 
judgment and good feeling to this sub- 
ject. It is, in fact, an insult to the mem- 
bers of the two universities, to suppose 
for a moment that they grudge the be- 
nefit of education to a large class off 
their countrymen, unable to obtain it 
from them. But such mean illiberal 
jealousies cannot exist among men of 
science and learning. Learning en- 
larges the mind, and purifies the heart. 
Besides, even in a commercial point of 
view, all learned institutions must be- 
nefit by the diffusion of the desire to 
obtain liberal knowledge. 

It would be strange, indeed, if a seat 
of learning were to suffer from the more 
general diffusion of the desire to learn. 
Laying the Foundation Stone of the 

London University. 


ORDER OF THE CEREMONY. 
His Royal Highness the Duke of 


Sussex arrived on the ground, where 
the foundation of the London Univer- 
sity is constructed, at three o’clock yes- 
terday afternoon, and was received by 
the Stewards and Council, who pro- 
ceeded with his Royal Highness to the 
spot where the stone was to be laid.— 
The stone was then raised by the ma- 
chine, and Dr. Maltby came forward 
and delivered a prayer. ‘The coins 
were placed in the stone, during which 
time the band played The stone was 
then lowered, and fastened in the usual 
way. Dr. Lushington addressed his 
Royal Highness, thanking him for his 
attendance on the occasion; and his 
Royal Highness in return addressed 
the proprietors. He hoped that the 
present institution would contribute to 
the increase of learning and knowledge, 
and trusted that it would powertully 
co-operate with the other universities, 
and have a tendency to remove some 
of the impediments which were hitherto 
found to check the spread of useful 
knowledge. The ceremony was wil 
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nessed by a very numerous and ele- 
gant assemblage, among whom we ob- 
served the Duke of Norfolk, the Duke 
of Leinster, Lord Nugent, Mr. Aber- 
crombie, Mr. Brougham, Mr. J. Smith, 
Mr. Goldsmid, Dr. Birkbeck, &c. 
[The inscription on the foundation 
stone being in Latin, we have thought 
roper to omit it, and to give the trans- 
ation as published in the paper from 
which the account is taken. | 


Translation of the Inscription on the 
¥ Foundation Stone. 

By the good Providence of the great 
and blessed God, the Eternal Creator 
of the world, (and may his favour 
grant prosperity!) in the eighth year 
of the reign of George the Fourth, King 
of the United Kingdom of Great-Bri- 
tain and Ireland, the illustrious Prince 
Augustus Frederic, Duke of Sussex, 
Patron of all the Liberal Arts, and 
Grand Master in England of the very 
ancient order of Free and Accepted 
Masons, laid, with his own hand, the 
first stone of the University of London, 
amidst the plaudits of surrounding citi- 
zens and brothers, on the 30th day of 
April, 1827. 

This work, long and ardently de- 
sired, and adapted to the wants both 
of the metropolis and the country, has 
now at length been begun, in the year 
of our Lord, 1827, and of the World, 
5827. 

The names of the eminent men who 
form the council are: Bernard Edward 
Duke of Norfolk, Henry Marquis of 
Lansdown, Lord John Russell, John 
Viscount Dudley and Ward, George 
Baron of Auckland, the Hon. James 
Abercrombie, Sir James Mackintosh, 
Alexander Baring, H. Brougham, Isaac 
Lyon Goldsmid, George Grote, Za- 
chary Macaulay, George Birkbeck, 
Thomas Campbell, Olinthus Gregory, 
Joseph Hume, James Mill, Benjamin 
Shaw, John Smith, William Tooke, 
Henry Warburton, Henry Waymouth, 
John Whishaw, Thomas Wilson, Wil- 
liam Wilkins (architect.) 


The Tunnel under the Thames. 

Mr. Brunel, jun.,and Mr. Gravat, his col- 
league, not satisfied with the usual means 
of ascertaining the nature of the strata of 
earth which they were about to encoun- 

Vor. XI. 
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ter, on Saturday last determined to de- 
scend, by means of a diving bell, at the 
spot where the excavation is now cafrying 
on. At seven o’clock, all the arrange- 
ments having been completed, Mr. Bru- 
nel, jun., and Mr. Gravat, entered the ma- 
chine, and were lowered amidst the anxi- 
ous anticipations of the surrounding visi- 
tors. The usual signals were given, and 
promptly answered ; and after remainih 
about twenty minutes under the water, an 
completing the object of their visit, the 
subaqueous adventurers returned, and 
were received with the high testimonies of 
approbation and good feeling by the sur- 
rounding group. It was stated, on very 
good authority, that the result of this de- 
scent, on which occasion additional bor- 
ings took place, was so satisfactory, that 
no reasonable apprehension of fival suc- 
cess could possibly exist. Throughout 
the whole of Sunday, those borings were 
continued, and, at one period of the day, 
Messrs. Brunel and Gravat were under 
the water upwards of three hours.—Eng- 
lish paper. 


The Scriptures translated into the Armori« 
can Language. 


At the celebration of St. David’s Day, 
at Brecon, (Wales) the Rev. T. Price 
stated, that, two or three years ago, he 
had the honour of setting on foot a collec- 
tion forthe purpose of translating the 
Scriptures into the Armorican language. 
At that time there were many who doubt- 
ed the practicability of the object, and 
asked where a rearee Bl could be found ? 
But while such persons were doubting and 
hesitating, the work was commenced and 
actually accomplished; and, in the course 
of the last month, the translation of the 
New Testament was concluded in the lan- 
guage of Armorica, and was in progress 
through the press.—Lond. Christ. Observ. 
April, 1827. 


The Kent East Indiaman. 


Our readers will remember the affectin 
narrative of the loss by fire of the Ken 
East Indiaman, and the support and con- 
solation which true religion afforded to 
some of the sufferers on that melancholy 
occasion, as exhibited in Major M‘Gre- 
gor’s deeply interesting and Christian re- 
cital. This statement is affectingly cor- 
roborated by the following circumstance : 
‘A bottle,” says a Barbadoes Journal, 
“was picked up on the SOth September, 
ata bathing place to windward of this 
island, by a gentleman, who, on breaking 
it, found the following account of the fate 
of the ship Kent, contained in a folded 
paper, written with pencil, scarcely legi- 
ble—‘ The ship Kent, Indiaman, is on fire : 
Elizabeth, Joanna,and myself, commit our 
spirits into the hands of our blessed Re- 
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deemer: his grace enables us to be quite 
composed on the awful prospect of enter- 
ing into eternity. J. W.R. M‘Gregor, (in 
a cypher). 15th March, 1825. Bay of Bis- 
cay.” On the back is endorsed, ‘John 
M'‘Gregor, esq., Commercial Bank, Edin- 
burgh.’ ”"— Ibid. 


Sandwich Islands. 

In the account lately published of the 
voyage of Captain Lord Byron to the Sand- 
wich Islands, after a statement that the 
greater part of the people have already 
professed, or will soon profess, the Chris- 
tian religion, the following incident is re- 
corded :—“ Kapiolani, a female chief, of 
the highest rank, had recently embraced 
Christianity ; and, desirous of propagating 
it, and of undeceiving the natives as to 
their false gods, she resolved to climb the 
mountain, (a volcanic mountain, with a 
burning crater of prodigious extent,) de- 
scend into the crater, and by thus braving 
on voreveilia ew ee eee ory homes, 

e ili ief was, that the gods 
of the islands resided in these Dees con 
vince the inhabitants of the islands, that 
God 3s God alone, and that the false subor- 
dinate deities existed only in the fancies 
of their weak adorers. Thus determined, 
and accompanied by a missionary, she, 
with part of her family, and a number of 
followers, ascended Peli, (the mountain :) 
at the edge of the first precipice that 
bounds the sunken plain, many of her fol- 
lowers and companions lost courage, and 
turned back; at the second, the rest ear- 
nestly entreated her to desist from her 
dangerous enterprize, and forbear to tempt 
the powerful gods of the fires. But she 
proceeded, and on the very verge of the 
crater, caused the hut we were now shel- 
tered in to be constructed for herself and 
people. Here she was assailed anew by 
their entreaties to return home, and their 
assurances, that if she persisted in violat- 
ing the houses of the goddess, she would 
draw down on herself, and those with her, 
certain destruction! ‘I willdescend into 
the crater,’ said she, ‘ and if I do not re- 
turn safe, then continue to worship Peli; 
but if I come back unhurt, you must learn 
to adore the God who created Peli.” She 
accordingly went down the steep and dif- 
ficult side of the crater, accompanied by 
2 missionary, and by some whom love or 
duty induced to follow her. Arrived at 
the bottom, she pushed a stick into the 
liquid lava, and stirred the ashes of the 
burning lake. The charm of superstition 
was at that moment broken. Those who 
had expected to see the goddess armed 
with flame and sulphureous smoke, burst 
forth and destroy the daring heroine, who 
thus braved her in her very sanctuary, 
were awe-struck when they saw the fire 
remain innocuous, and the flames roll 
harmless, as though none were present.— 
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They acknowledged the greatness of the 
God of Kapiolani; and, from that time 
few indeed have been the offerings, 
— reverence, offered to the fires of 
Peli.” —J6. 


For the Christian Journal. 
Episcopal General Theological Seminary. . 

Tue Board of Trustees of the General 
Theological Seminary of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States, 
met in this city on Tuesday, the 26th ult, 
and adjourned on the 29th; the ae 
attending, in the intervening period, 
examination of the students, on Wednes- 
day and Thursday, the 27th and 28th, and 
the Commencement on Friday, the 29th. 

There were present at the board four 
bishops, from Pennsylvania, New-York, 
New-Jersey, and Connecticut—nineteen 
clergy, from five states—and thirteen lay- 
men, from four states—seven states in all 
being represented. 

Intormation was communicated, that a 
scholarship society had been formed in 
St. Thomas’s church, New-York, the funds 
amounting to eight hundred dollars. The 
funds of the scholarship forming in New- 
Jersey amount to about one thousand eight 
hundred dollars. Other accessions have 
been made to the funds of the seminary; 
but, owing to the expense incurred in 
erecting the building, there is still a de- 
ficiency in the required annual income. 

The seminary building is nearly come 

lete ; and parts of it have, for some time, 

en occupied by one of the -professors, 

and by several of the students. The whole 
will be in readiness by October next. 

The examination of the students, and 
the exercises at the Commencement, 
were, as ysual, highly satisfactory, and 
bore evidence of the zeal, diligence, and 
fidelity of both the professors and the 
students. 

The following is the order observed at 
the Commencement :— 

A procession was formed at the resi- 
dence of the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, 
and walked thence to St. John’s chapel in 
the following order: Janitor—Students— 
Faculty and Librarian— Wardens and Ves- 
trymen of Churches—Officers of Educa- 
tion and Scholarship Societies auxiliary 
to the Seminary—Trustees—Clergy-—Bi- 
shops. 

As the procession entered, a Voluntary 
on the n—Introductory Devotions by 
the Presiding Bishop—Singing, last four 
verses of the 122d Psalm, with the Gloria 
Patri—A Dissertation on “The Nature 
and Extent of the Inspiration of the Serip- 
tures,” by Edward W. Peet, A. M., of 
Connecticut— A Dissertation on * The Im- 
portanee of Correct Views of the Nature 
and Attributes of God,” by William A.Cur- 
tis, A. B., of New-York—A Dissertation 
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on “ The Liturgy,” by Hiram -idame, of 
New-York—Anthem by the Choir’—A 
Dissertation on “ The Miracles of Christ,” 
by George L. Hinton, of New-York—A 
Dissertation on “* The Advantages of the 
Historical Interpretation of Scripture,” 
by Samuel Fuller, jun., A. M., of New- 
York—A Dissertation on “The Book of 
Job,” by John W. Curtis, A. B., of New- 
York— Presentment of the First Class, by 
the Faculty, to the Presiding Bishop, for 
receiving their Testimonials—Address by 
the Right Rev. William White, D. D., Bi- 
of the Diocese of Pennsylvania—Tes- 
ials given—Singing, five verses of 
56th Hymn, beginning at the 2d verse, 
with the Gloria Patri—Concluding Devo- 
tions by the Presiding Bishop— Voluntary 
on the — 
We understand that the proceedings of 
the board will be published ; as will also 
the interesting address delivered at the 
Commencement by the venerable presid- 
ing bishop. 


Notice. 


The next session of the General Theo- 
logical Seminary of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the United States, will 
commence on Monday, the first day of Oc- 
tober next. The students and candidates 
for admission, will assemble in the library 
apartment in the new seminary building, 
at 12 o’clock on that day. 

The following are the qualifications for 
admission into the seminary :-— 

Persons producing satisfactory evidence 
of their being candidates for holy orders 
in the Protestant Episcopal Church, with 
full (that is, including /erary) attain- 
ments, agreeably to the 8th canon of the 
General Convention of 1820,f will, on ap- 
plication, be received into the seminary. 

All others will be admitted who pro- 
duce satisfactory evidence of religious 
and moral character, and a diploma from 
some college ; or, if they have not been 
through college, stand a satisfactory exa- 
mination by the faculty, on the general 
principles of Natural and Moral Philoso- 
phy, and Rhetoric ; and in the Latin and 
Greek languages, on the following works, 
or such others as shall be considered an 





* The following was the Anthem :— 

Solo—How beautiful are the feet of them 
that preach the Gospel of peace, and bring 
glad tidings of good things. 

Quartette and Chorus—Their sound is 

out into all lands, and their words unto 
ends of the world. 

Duetto—How beautiful are the feet of him 
that bringeth glad tidings of sulvation, that 
saith unto Sion, bd bay reigneth. 

Pull Chorus—The Lord gave the word.— 

was the company of the preachers. 

¢ This should be particularly noted in the 

cate, as the mere fact of their being can- 
Sor orders is not sufficient. 


Notice. Sunday School Union.—St. Paul’s, Troy. 
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yn ys substitute :—Sallust, Virgil’s 
neid, Cicero’s Orations, or De cls 5 
and the Four Gospels, Xenophon’s Cyro- 
pedia, and the first three books of Homer. 

Every candidate must enter the third or 
lowest ciass, at the commencement of the 
fall session; or stand a satisfactory exa- 
mination on the studies which have been 
pursued by the class into which he seeks 
admittance. 

The board at the seminary is two dol- 
lars and fifty cents per week. 

The Editors of the several episcopal pe- 
riodical works in the United States are 
requested to insert the above notice in 
their respective magazines and papers. 


Sunday School Union. 


Tax annual meeting of the Board of 
Managers of the ‘“ General Protestant 
Episcopal Sunday School Union,” was held 
at St. Paul’s chapel, on Thursday evening, 
the 28th of June, 1827, at which were pre- 
sent the venerable and Right Rev. Bishop 
White, president, Bishops Hobart and 
Croes,and a number of clerical and lay ma- 
nagers from five or six different states. The 
nepout of the executive committee, re- 
quired by the seventh article of the consti- 
tution, was presented and read. Thisdocu- 
ment (which, we understand, gave great 
satisfaction) will be published in a pam- 
phlet form. Ina future number, we shall 
probably furnish our readers with extracts 
from this interesting paper. In the mean 
time, we would take occasion to say, that 
the receipts from all sources have been 
nearly eleven hundred dollare—that several 
of the works recommended to be used are 
now in the hands of the stereotype foun- 
ders, and will be put to press with all pos- 
sible expedition. Our distant friends are, 
perhaps, but little aware of the labour and 
difficulty in getting all the preliminary 
arrangements made for such an institution. 
We make this remark with reference to 
the supposed delay on the part of the ex- 
ecutive committee, who, we are happy to 
assure them, have been as faithfully em- 
ployed as was at all consistent with the 
many other private and professional duties 
which necessarily claimed their attention. 

=—_—_ 
St. Paul’s Church, Troy, New-York. 

‘lus ceremony of laying the corner stone 
of a new edifice to be erected in Troy, for 
the use of the episcopal con tion 
known by the name of “St. Paul’s Church 
in Troy,” was performed on the 26th of 
April, 1827, by the Kev. David Butler, the 
venerable rector of said church, with ap- 
propriate religious ceremonies. In the 
cavity of the corner stone, made for the 
purpose, a glass vase was deposited, con- 
taining the Holy Bible, and Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, enclosed in leather and cover- 
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ed with wax; a manuscript history of the 
origin and progress of the episcopal church 
in that place, and numerous other docu- 
mentg, religious and civil. The church 
is to be 103 feet in lengtit, and 70 feet in 
width. It is to be built of Amsterdam 
stone, in the pure Gothic style, and its es- 
timated cost is thirty-one thousand dol- 
lars. Theceremonies were perfarmed in 
the presence of the officiating clergymen 
of Troy of every denomination, and were 
highly appropriate and impressive. This 
is the second corner stone which has been 
laid by the Rev. Mr. Butler in this city. 
The first was laid on the 2d day of July, 
A.D 1804. The church then erected was 
enlarged in 1819. The increase of this 
flourishing parish is the cause of the erec- 
tion of the beautiful building now com- 
menced.—Episcopal Watchman. 


Kenyon College. 

Tax corner stone of Kenyon College was 
Jaid on the site, six miles from Mount 
Vernon, Knox county, Ohio, on the 9th of 
June, 1827, by Bishop Chase, with all ap- 
propriate ceremonies.— Western paper. 


We copy from a late paper the follow- 
ing as the list of the faculty of this insti- 
tution, and the course of study to be pur- 
sued in it :— 

This institution, for the present located 
in Worthington, (to he finally established 
near Mount Vernon, Knox county,) is un- 
der the direction of the Right Rev. Phi- 
lander Chase, D. D., President, and Pro- 
fessor of Moral and Intellectual Philoso- 

y and Political Economy, assisted by 
the Rev. William Sparrow, Professor of 
Languages, to whom for the present are 
assigned the departments of Greek, Ma- 
thematics, and Natural Philosophy—M. 
T.C. Wing, A. B., whose branches are 
Hebrew, Latin, and English; and C. W. 
Adams, Tutor. The studies of the Gram- 
mar school, preparatory to entering the 
Freshman Class, are as follows :—Gould’s 
editien of Adams’ Latifi Grammar, ex- 
cepting the Prosody, in room of which 
Anthon’s Latin Prosody is used; Anthon’s 
edition of Valpy’s Greek Grammar, includ- 
ing Syntax and Prosody; Czsar’s Commen- 
taries; Sallust ; Cicero’s Orations against 
Catiline, and for Archias and Milo, Six 
Books of Virgil’s Eneid; St. John’s Gos- 
pel and the Acts, in Greek; Jacob’s Greek 
Reader, or Greca Minora; Anthon’s edi- 
tion of Nelson’s Greek Exercises + Mair’s 
Introduction ; and Arithmetic to the end 
of the cube root. 

The Freshman Class pursue the follow- 
ing studies:—Day’s Algebra, Euclid’s 

Elements begun, Woodbridge’s and Wil- 
lard’s Geography, Adams’ Roman Anti- 
quities, Ist vol. of Greca Majora, (Hop- 
kin’s edition) Latin and Greek Exercises 
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revised, and Excerpta Latina begnn; 
Reading, Declamations, and Bible Recita- 
tions. . 

The Sophomore Class—Euclid finished, 
Day’s Trigonometry and Mensuration, Ist 
vol. of Greca Majora finished, 2d vol. be. 
gun, Excerpta Latina finished, Horace be- 
gun, Potter’s Greek Antiquities, Tytler’s 
Elenients of History; Compositions, De. 
clamations, and Bible Recitations. 

The Junior Class—Day’s Surveying and 
Navigation, Conic Sections, Spherical Tri- 
gonometry, Fluxions, Greca Majora finish. 
ed, and Horace finished ; Logic, Rhetorie, 
Paley’s Evidences, Physical and Political” 
Geography, with the use of the Globes; 
Compositions, &c. 

The Senior Class—Cavallo’s Philosophy, 
Paley’s Moral Philosophy, Brown’s Intel. 
lectual Philosophy, Butler’s Analogy, and 
Say’s Political Economy ; Forensic Dis. 
putations, Compositions, &c.—Stuart’s 
Hebrew Grammar, and the Hebrew Bible, 
will be studied by those designed for the 
Christian Ministry. 

The Bible Recitations of the higher 
classes will be with reference to the ori- 
ginal. 

Expenses are as follows :—Tuition in 
Grammar school studies per year, ten dol- 
lars; in Collegiate studies, twenty dol- 
lars; Board per week, one dollar; con+ 
tingent expenses, including fire-wood, 
washing, &c. per week, 25 cents. 


Public Schools. 


Extracts from the Twenty-Second Annual 
Report of the Trustees of the Public 
Schooi Society of the City of New-York. 
Tue Public Schools, now fifteen in num- 

ber, are very satisfactorily conducted by 

able teachers; are held, with one excep- 
tion, in large commodious brick edifices; 
are well furnished with all the necessary 
school apparatus, including maps, globes, 
libraries, &c. ; and the trustees are con- 
firmed, by increased experience, in the 
conviction, that the general system now 
pursued in them, offers advantages pos- 
sessed by few common schools, and places 
them on a par with, or above, many which 

are considered of a higher e. 

The houses erected by the society are 
all substantial brick buildings of two sto- 
ries, and will average in size about 42 by 
85 feet. They are now seven in number, 
and the eighth will be added in the course 
of the present season. The value of the 
lots, buildings, and school furniture, which 
will be sold by the society, when the 
house in Duane-street shall be 3 
may be estimated at one» red 
fifty thousand dollars, and the incum- 
brances thereon for money for 
the purchase of lots and the of 
school houses, will, at that time, ; 
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be what it now is, viz. fifty thousand dol- 
lars 


register of the several schools is 4,564: 
of whom 2,874 are pay, and 1,690 free 
scholars. The last reports from all the 
schools, except No. 8, show, that on the 
Ist of April, of 3,925 children on the re- 
gisters, 2,463 belonged to Sunday schools, 
and of the remainder 1,142 were attend- 
ant at the various places of worship to 
which their parents were attached, leav- 
ing but 326 unaccounted for, or who are 
negligent in this important duty. 

_ Although the trustees believe, that it 
would be preferable that most, if not all 
of the poor, should be encouraged to pay 
atrifle for the schooling of their offspring, 
they wish it to be distinctly understood, 
that no child is to be excluded or denied 
admittance, whose parents shall decline 
paying, unless in special cases, where it 
may be evident to the school committee, 
that the applicant is an improper object 
of gratuitous instruction. 

The board, therefore, with confidence, 
call on all whose benevolent feelings may 
lead them to an intercourse with the lower 
classes of society, to lend their assistance 
in the great cause of moral good, as most 
efficiently advanced by means of general 
education. A seasonable word of advice 
and encouragement from such persons, 
would, doubtless, have a great effect in 
filling the Public Schools with the chil- 
dren of the poorest; and it is this class the 
trustees most desire to see deriving the 
benefits of their establishments. 


Enormous Bones. 


Tae Charleston Courier of the 4th of 
June, contains the following account of 
the extraordinary bones lately discovered 
near the mouth of the Mississippi. It 
is contained in a letter from a physician 
to his friend in Charleston, and is dated 
at New-Orleans, 4th of April, 1827. 

“The bones at present exhibiting in this 
city, I cannot but consider, in common 
with every one who has seen them, as one 
of the test curiosities in natural his- 
tory. They evidently belonged to an ani- 
pa § or rather, Ishould say, a monster, 
whose species, like that of the mammoth, 
has long since become extinct. If the 
creature who once wielded them be not of 
antediluviar age, we can scarcely conceive 
how the tradition of its existence has not 
been preserved; but the tale, however, 
May once have been told, and might have 
even now bee familiar to us, but for the 

rance rapacity of the original 

anish settlers. These bones were dis- 
/fovered by accident, in one of the exten- 
si iries near the mouth of the Missis- 
and contain the following portions, 










The present number of scholars on the. 
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to wit:—fifteen or twenty vertebrz ; one 
of the bones of the cranium ; two ribs, and 
a part of a third ; one thigh bone; two or 
three bones of the leg; and several large 
masses of cancellated structure. 

“To what description of animal these 
once belonged, remains yet to be deter- 
mined ; and, until more of the skeleton be 
discovered, any opinion on this point can 
be but idle conjecture. Although it is 
evident these could have composed but a 
small part of the animal, yet still they are 
sufficient to assure us, (as will appear in 
the description I shall attempt to give of 
them,) that the monster of which they 
formed a part, must have béen of enor- 
mous dimensions ; of a size, indeed, which 
to those who have not seen the specimens 
before us, would border on the fabulous. 

* To begin with the vertebra—these are 
regularly formed, and in a tolerable state 
of preservation, They have a body, and 
oblique, transverse, and spinous ses. 
The mean diameter of ‘the bodies of the 
vertebrx measure 16 inches, and they are 
12 inches in depth. The passage of the 
spinal marrow is 9 by 6 inches; the spin» 
ous processes stand off, backwards and 
downwards, 14 inches in the dorsal, and 
somewhat less in the lumbar vertebra— 
three of which latter are entire; the bos 
dies still retain their annular tip of hard 
bone, and have the general aspect of those 
of other animals, but of gigantic propore 
tion. 

‘2d. The cranial bone, which is among 
the collection, measures, in its greatest 
length, 20 feet and some inches, and 3 or 4 
feet in its extreme width, tapering to a 
point, and of the enormous weight of 1200 
pounds! 

‘From its shape and general appearance, 
I should call it the temporal bone, and 
what confirms me in this belief is, a large 
process standing out in an oblique direc- 
tion from its dorsum, bearing a strong ré- 
semblance to the zygomatic process in 
man, and other animals. Behind this pro- 
cess, say about one foot, indeed I may say 
at its root, is a large foramen passing 
through the bone, and opening inwardly, 
which possibly may have been for the 
exit of some large nerve, or the passage of 
an artery. 

“It is the opinion of several, that the 
process above mentioned was a weapon of 
defence for the animal, but this, though a 
plausible conjecture, I cannot subscribe 
to, inasmuch as there are on the dorsum of 
what I would call the squamous portion, 
or ala, a number of rugz, or furrows, 
which were evidently formed by the at- 
tachment of muscles; and,.as these fur- 
rows all radiate towards this process, I 
cannot but regard it in the manner I have 
expressed above. Still, however, candotr ° 
cautions me not to insist on what I have 
said to the contrary, for having had as yet 
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but few ities for the prosecution 
of the study of comparative anatomy, I 
cannot say that the peculiarities, which 
this process presents, may not justify the 
o—. that it is a weapon of defence — 

peculiarities are few, and I shall 
briefly state them. The process is of tri- 
angular and pyramidal shape, with its 
base attached to the main bone, and hav- 
ing its flat surfaces grooved its whole 
orth. It projects from the bone about 
. am oe foramen above ~ 

, forming with it a acute angle, a 
running im the ams dieeation with the 
tapering extremity of the main bone. Its 
structure does not differ, so far as I have 
examined it, from other bones; and in- 
stead of being of the close compact tex- 
ture we should look for, were this process 
a weapon of defence, it is cancellated with 
merely an external covering of hard bone. 
The internal surface or costa of this bone 
is smooth, and has.several furrows formed 
by the ramifications of what I suppose to 
have been the meni artery. The 
squamous suture is very distinct, and 
there is evidently a petrous portion. This 
bone has, towards its pointed extremity, 
ahard external, and comparatively thin 
vitreous internal table, with the interme- 

** 3d. The ribs are well formed, and in 
a perfect state of preservation, measuring 
nine feet along the curve, and about three 
inches in thickness. 

“4th. The thigh bone is short, being no 
Jonger than one fot six inches, but very 
thick. The head of this bone is fully as 
large as that of an infant six months of 


e Sth. The bones of the leg are as 
ie though not so thick, as that of the 
ign. 

“I should not omit to mention, that 
three of the teeth are alsoexbibited, which 
are of the canine shape, six inches in 
length. 

“Of the nature or species of this mon- 
ster, we have yet to learn. It has been 
conjectured that it was amphibious, per- 
haps of crocodile species, and in this opi- 
nion I certainly concur, inasmuch as the 

t length anu flatness of the head, 
Fadging rom the specimen of cranial 
bone) and shortness of the feet, would 
justify such an idea. It has been stated, 
as the calculation of a professor of the 
Trannsylvania University, that the animal, 
when alive, could not have measured less 
than 25 feet around the body, and 130 feet 
in length.” 

—_—=— 


Meteoric Stones. 

A vaut of meteoric stones took place 
on the 9th of May last, in Summer county, 
about eighteen miles from Nashville, Ten- 
nessee. The following account of this 
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phenomenon, published in the Nashville 
paper, was yee A? 4 Editor by the 
Rev. Hugh Ki tri whose neigh- 
Stall occurred :— ; eh 


“To the Editor of the National Banner. 


“T will now ag you a statement, as 
correct as is within my power, respecting 
a phenomenon which has taken place in 
my neighbourhood. In doing this, I will 
confine myself to facts, and submit them to 
philosophers to explain. 

“ Qn Wednesday, the 9th instant, about 
four o’clock P. M., the day being as clear 
as usual, my son and servants were plant- 
ing corn in the field, they heard suddenly 
a report similar to a cannon, which was 
continued in the air, resembling that of a 
battle, the firing of cannon, or muskets by 
platoons, and the beating of drums. Some 
emall clouds made a terrific appearance, 
with a trail of black smoke, from which 
came (no doubt) a number of stones, with 
aloud whizzing noise, which struck the 
earth like that of a ponderous body. One 
of these stones my son heard full about 
fifty yards from where he was. In its 
descent to the ground, it struck a pawpaw 
tree, about the size of a small handspike, 
and tore it to pieces like lightning, by 
which means he immediately found’ the 
spot, and there saw the stone, about eight 
or ten inches under ground, which weigh- 
ed five pounds and « quarter; Mr. James 
Dugger was present. They state that the 
stone was cold, but had the scent of sul- 
phur. 

‘** On the same day, and about the same 
time, my son-in-law, Mr. Peter Ketring, 
with his hands, was in a field about one 
mile distant, when a stone fell, which 
weighed eleven pounds and a half. This 
took place near him, his wife, and three 
other women. A number of respectable 
men were present when it was found and 
taken up; it was twelve inches under 

und. I have seen one that fell at Mr. 


- David Garret’s, on Station Camp, and part 


of one that fell at Mr. John Bones’. 1 

also heard of one more that has been 

found. These stones are perfectly simi- 

7 a Bhd thin tk oe and 
ar the m of having passed through a 

body of fire and black coshe. a. 

tlemen have been excited within a 


court, 
I design to send the la of them 
Nashville in a few days. ¥ 
fully, , - 
“HUGH KIRKPATRICE. 


“ Drake's Creek, Summer i 
“ Moy 18, 1827.” a 
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EPISCOPAL ACTS. 


In the Eastern Diocése. 

On Tuesday, the 12th of June, 1827, in 
St. Paul’s church, North-Kingston, Rhode- 
Island, during the sitting of the conven- 
tion of that state, Mr. Clement F. Jones, 
of Philadelphia, was admitted to the holy 
order of deacons by the right Rev. Bishop 
Griswold. 


In the Diocese of Connecticut. 


On Whitsunday, June 3d, 1827, the 
Right Rev. Bishop Brownell held a con- 
firmation.in St. Luke’s church, Glasten- 
bury, Connecticut, when 21 persons par- 
took of that holy rite. 


In the Diocese of New-York. 

On Whitsunday, the 3d of June, 1827, 
in St. John’s chapel, New-York, Mr. Al- 
bert Hoyt was admitted, by the Right Rev. 
Bishop Hobart, to the holy order of dea- 
cons. Morning prayer was read, and the 
candidate presented, by the Rev. Benjamin 
T. Onderdonk, D. D., an assistant minister 
of Trinity church, New-York, and the ser- 
mon preached by the bishop. 

On the third Sunday after Trinity, July 
1, 1827, the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart 
held an ordination in St. Thomas’s church, 
New-York, and admitted to the holy order 
of deacons the following gentlemen, who 
had, at the Commencement on the preced- 
ing Friday, received the honours of the 
General Theological Seminary of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the United 
States; viz. Hiram Adams, John W. Cur- 
tis, A.B., William A. Curtis, A. B., Samuel 
Fuller, jun., A. M., and George L. Hinton. 
The morning prayer was read by the Rev. 
Cornelius R. Dufke, rector of St. Thomas’s 
church, assisted by the Rev.Wm. H. Lewis, 
deacon, minister of St. Andrew’s church, 
Coldenham, Ora’ county, New-York ; 
the sermon preached by the bishop; and 
the candidates presented by the Rev. 
Samuel H. Turner, D. D., professor of Bi- 
blical Learning and the Interpretation of 

i in the Theological Seminary. 
In the Diocese of Pennsylvania. 

On Saturday, the 16th of June, 1827, St. 
Mary’s Hamiltonville, was conse- 
crated to the service of Almighty God, by 
the Right Kev. Bishop White. 

Jn the Diocese of Maryland. 
On Gaturday, the 3istof March, 1827, 


the Ri Rev. Bi Kemp, the first 
aon > utch in pine tee conse- 


to Christian worship of Al- 
God, by the name of St. James’s 
> teaders will recollect, that 
Mr, William Levington, » coloured man, 
pe epee J since admitted to deacons’ 
= hes now the charge of this 





Episcopal Acts. 


i] 


On Wednesday, the 23d of May, 1827, 
the new episcopal church in St, Marga- 
ret’s Westminster parish, Ann Arundel, 
Maryland, was consecrated by the Right 
Rev. Bishop Kemp. The services upon 
this occasion were in the highest degree 
interesting and impressive. 

The morning service being concluded, 
the bishop delivered a very interesting and 
appropriate discourse from the first verse 
of the 84th Psalm—* How amiable are thy 
tabernacles, O Lord of hosts.” At the 
conclusion of the sermon, the bishop ad- 
ministered the rite of confirmation, when . 
ten persons were confirmed—two of whom 
were coloured. He then delivered a most 
excellent exhortation, addressed princi- 
pally to those who had participated in. 
this holy ordinance, and impressed upon 
them, in the most earnest a affectionate 
— = pe sane 2 sacessity of 
their leading holy lives; of exemplifying, 
by their conllbe, and practice, the i, 
rity of the solemn profession which they 
had that day made at the holy altar, in 
the presence of God and the congrega- 
tion. He also took occasion to speak of 
the solemn obligation which was imposed. 
upon all who eer ay to be Christians, to 
keep the “‘Sabbath day holy.” He said, 
that if this day were Lo mages ly and univer- 
sally observed, according to the precepts 
of the Bible, he could conceive of no scene 
that could be presented on earth, which 
would more resemble the happiness and 
tranquillity of heaven. But the limits 
within which this account of the occur- 
rences of this interesting day must be con- 
fined, forbids a more minute detail of the 
excellent and impressive advice contained 
in this exhortation, and will not admit of 
any thing being said of the no less excel- 
Jent and impressive sermon.—Church Re- 
gister. 

In the Diocese of Virginia. 


On the fifth Sunday after Easter, May 
20th, 1827, in St. George’s church, Fre- 
dericksburg, Virginia, the Right Rev. Bi- 
shop Moore admitted to the holy order of 
deacons Mr. Alva Sanford, and Mr. George 
L. Mackenheimer. 


In the Diocese of South-Carolina. 

On the fourth Sunday after Easter, May 
13th,1827, in St.Michael’s church,Charles- 
ton, the Rev. Edward Neufville, deacon, 
minister of Prince William psrish, was 
admitted to the holy order of priests by 
the Right Rev. Bishop Bowen. 


In the Diocese of Quebec. 

On Sunday, the 10th of March last, in 
the cathedral church of Quebec, Mr. 
George M‘Leod Ross, of Drummondville, 
and Mr Burwell, of Lennoxville, Lower 
Canada, were admitted to the holy or- 
der of deacotts by the Lord Bishop of 
Quebec 
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Obituary Notices. 


- ‘Tax subject of the following brief no- 
tice was nephew to the publishers of the 
Christian Journal, and son of the late 
Henry Brewerton, esq., of this city. He 
in a high degree merited the character 
which is given of him. The notice is 
copied from the Franklin Gazette of the 
first of June, and is inserted here as well 
in regard of his memory,’ as gratefully to 
acknowledge the kind attentions which 
Strangers administered to him on the bed 
of sickness in a foreign land, and the high 
Pespect paid to his remains after death. 

“ Died at Valparaiso, Chili, on the 31st 
of January, 1827, Lieut. Grorce D. Bnew- 
BrTox, of the United States’ marine corps, 
and senior marine officer of the Pacific 
Squadron. He was a gallant soldier, a 
high-minded gentleman, and a firm friend. 
His illness lasted for 73 days ; and he died 
at last in a far distant land, away from the 
friends of his youth, and the home that 
he loved. Yet it will be a consolation to 
his relatives to know, that he had every 
comfort that kindness and humanity could 

and that one friend was with him 
mntil the close of his life. Eulogy ever 
awaits on wealth and power: he possessed 
not the onenor the other; yet, he had the 
intrinsic merit which far surpasses cither, 
and which will sink his memory deep in 
the hearts of those who knew him. He 
was buried with the honours of war by a 
marine guard; and his funeral was at- 
tended by the governor of Valparaiso and 
Suite, officers of the Chilian army and 
Navy, the representatives of various na- 
tions at the place, together with his 
brother officers, and a detachment of 
United States seamen, with a large as- 
semblage of foreign merchants and citi- 
zens. 


Death of Major Laing. 


Ewctisa papers announce that the Pa- 
cha of Tripoli communicates the follow- 
ing from a letter of the governor of Gha- 
dames :—“ By the assistance and hospit- 
able care of a merchant he was enabled to 
reach Tombuctoo—but, shortly after his 
arrival, the Fellahs, to the number of 
30,000, demanded his death, ‘ to prevent 
Christian nations from profiting by his in- 
formation, to penetrate some day into 
those dist®t countries for the purpose of 
enslaving them” The Prince commanding 
at Tombuctoo refused to deliver him up, 
and sent him out of the place privately, 
under an escort of fifteen of his own guard. 
The Fellahs, however, having discovered 
this, pursued him, and murdered both Ma- 

Laing and those who were guarding 

im. Such is the fate of this interesting 

traveller, the first who ever entered this 
Mysterious town.” 





Obituary Notices.—New Publications.— Calendar. 





Wo? 
PROPOSED NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Horne on the Study of the Bible. 

On the cover of the June number of the 
Christian Journal, p were inserted 
for an American edition of Mr. Horne’s 
Compendious Introduction to the Study 
the Bible. Very soon after the publication 
of that number, it was ascertained that 
Mr. Horne had already given in Londong 
second and improved edition of this inter. 
esting and highly valuable work. The 
printing of the proposed edition was con- 
sequently delayed, and it will not be pro. 
ceeded in until a copy of the improved one 
is obtained. In the mean time, subscrip. 
tions are solicited, and will be received 
on the terms stated; and, when the im. 
proved. copy is-received, it will be imme. 
diately put to press, and finished witb all 
speed. Our clerical friends and others 
will oblige the publishers by circulating 
this information, and procuring for the 
work the patronage to which it is so emi- 
nently entitled. 


Wyatt's Prayers. 


Proposals are issued at Baltimore, for 
the publication ofa volume under the title 
of “Prayers for the use of Families and 
Individuals, compiled from the Liturgy of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, and from 
the Devotional Writings of various Au- 
thors; together with a Calendar, pointing 
out a suitable portion of Scripture for the 
Family Worship of every day in the year: 
and also a selection of Psalms and Hymns. 
By William Edward Wyatt, Associate Mi- 
nister of St. Paul’s Parish, Baltimore.” 

This work will make about 350 pages, 
and will be delivered to subscribers, 
bound, at one dollar and a quarter a copy. 
Subscriptions will be received at the 
Office of the Christian Journal, where the 
prospectus may be seen. 


Paley’s Sermons. 


Proposals are issued in Boston, for the 
publication of two volumes of Sermons 
by Archdeacon Paley, recently published 
in England by the Rev. Edmund Paley, 
Vicar of Easingwald, and not included in 
the collection of his sermons heretofore 
presented to the public. They are to be 
neatly printed in octavo, on good paper, 
at four dollars acopy. Subscriptions will 
be received at the Office of the Christian 
Journal. 


—_——— 





Calendar for August, 1827. 
5. Eighth Sunday after Trinity. 
12. Ninth Sunday after Trinity. 
19. Tenth Sunday after Trinity. 
24. .St. Bartholomew. 
26. Eleventh Sunday after Trinity. 





